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FAMILIAR ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVIDENCE. 
IN ITS FORBEARANCE AND RETRIBUTIONS. 
(Extracted from my Journal.) 


Jan. 6, 1835. Left Boston for Worcester at 10 o’clock in the 
morning. The stage coach was full of passengers, all of whom were 
strangers to me; but I soon contrived to establish a communica- 
tion, and some degree of acquaintance with them; for I make it a 
rule, never to spend an hour in any one’s society, without bringing 
his mind, if he have any, into neighborhood with my own, and so 
learning what his ideas are, if I learn nothing more. I regard all 
mankind as brethren, sprung from a common origin, sharing a 
common fate in this ‘‘ vale of tears,’’ and destined to a common 
immortality; and I therefore consider it a part of family duly, as 
it were, to maintain an amicable and sociable intercourse with 
every human being that comes in my way. There are some men 
that will travel a hundred miles, without unlocking their lips, ex- 
cept to eat, or drink, or yawn. Such men are transgressors 
against many a statute of brotherly love and decency. From such, 
I always endeavor to cast out the ‘‘ dumb spirit.” 

I soon discovered that two or three of my companions were 
servanis,—servants to the same Master, although they had never 
before seen each others’ faces—servants who labored industrious- 
ly and faithfully for their employers,—looking forward to a re- 
ward beyond the grave, laid up for them in heaven. They were 
God’s servants,—ministers of the Gospel. They were amiable, 
intelligent, and holy men; and their conversation was both de- 
lightful and instructive,—worthy of their vocation. 

During our ride, the discourse turned upon the subject of en- 
thusiasm, fanatics, and impostors. And it was remarked by a 
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venerable old gentleman present, that he had observed it to be 
true, that persons, who, at the outset of their career, display ex- 
cessive zeal and fiery enthusiasm in the matter of religion, fre- 
quently pass over, in course of time, to the opposite extreme of 
hardened infidelity and open profligacy. 

Several examples of this revolution in external character, were 
mentioned; and, finally, allusion was made to the notorious leader 
and champion of infidelity in Boston,—an old gray-headed man, 
who was, in early life, a minister of the Gospel, but who now de- 
votes his failing energies to the proclamation of those impure and 
brutal doctrines which would break up. the very foundations of 
civil society, destroy all the comforts of social life, and reduce 
man to the grade of a mere animal. 

It was related of him, that, at several of his lectures on the 
shocking tenets of his infidel creed, after denying the existence of 
a God, he had impiously defied the Deity, if such a being exist- 
ed, to vindicate his insulted majesty, by striking the blasphemer 
dead; and, taking out his watch, had declared that he would wait 
five minutes for Jehovah to smite him, if he chose so to do. 

We were, of course, horror-stricken at the idea of such auda- 
cious wickedness, and sat for some minutes silent. When the 
conversation was renewed, some inquiries were made, as to how 
far the laws of the state ought to tolerate such blasphemous ex- 
pressions and impious conduct; but all who expressed their senti- 
ments, were united in the conviction, that whoever so assails re- 
ligion, as to endanger the welfare of society, and the security of 
government, ought to be punished. 

Jan. 10. In company with my vererable father, and some other 
friends in New-Hampshire, I repeated to them what I had heard, 
and have before recorded in my journal, of ‘‘the hoary advocate 
of infidelity and licentiousness.”’ My friends manifested the same 
horror which I had myself felt, when I first listened to the story. - 

‘* I should suppose,” said one of them, ‘‘ that he ” (meaning the 
bold blasphemer) ‘‘ would feel afraid that God might grant his 
wicked prayer, and strike him dead on the spot.” This remark 
implies in the speaker a suspicion which is felt by ninety-nine 
hundredths of those who listen to the assertion of professed infi- 
dels, that they belie themselves, when pretending to disbelieve in 
the existence of a Supreme Being. [have often felt that suspi- 
cion. Nay,—I never could conceive it possible, that 4 rational 
being, with brain enough to draw an inference, and, in the posses- 
sion of sanity, could disbelieve the doctrine of a Divine Mind, the 
Universal Father, the former of our bodies andthe father of our 
spirits. It seems to me just as impossible that any person should 
live in this world, surrounded by such countless manifestations of 
infinite wisdom, as greet my eyes from day to day, and not become 
convinced that there is, somewhere in the universe of being, a 
Creator,—the King of kings and Lord of lords,—as for that same 
person to travel upon a sandy plain, whose surface every where 
presents the stamp and impress of the feet of man and beast, 
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Familiar Illustrations of Providence. 87 
without feeling sure that living beings have been there before 
him. The very savage, fancies that he discerns, deep sunk in the 
solid rocks and ‘‘ everlasting hills,” the foot-prints of ‘‘the great 
Spirit; ’—and, to the inhabitants of civilized lands, the ‘‘ heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth his handy 
work,’’ and day proclaims to night, and night to day, the glorious 
knowledge. | 

My father shook his head at the remark above quoted, and re- 
plied, that although he believed that Providence did occasionally 
vindicate his claims to the respect and worship of man, and ‘furnish 
examples of his wrath, calculated to alarm and restrain the most 
hardened offender against the divine law, yet, nevertheless, he 
could not consider it compatible with the majesty of a Being so 
far exalted above the reach of mortal insult or injury to answer, 
by a direct effort of his power, an imprecation like that which I 
had just named; ‘‘ and besides,”’ continued he, ‘‘ the foolish dec- 


laration of the infidel, is contradicted and confuted by every ob- 


ject, animate or inanimate, in the universe,—all of which have 
tongues, that tell the existence and glory of God.” 

Some one present, then suggested a doubt whether the Deity 
did ever change or direct the course of human events, in such wise, 
that we can properly speak of any event as being providentially 
intended and brought to pass with reference to any other event. 
‘* Forexample,”’ said he, ‘‘ if the infidel who had been named, had 
fallen to the ground a corpse immediately on the utterance of his 
blasphemy, I could not have regarded that singular event, as a 
special act of Providence, intended to punish sin, or to convince 
by-standers of his own existence and power; nor would such an 
occurrence affect at all, my belief respecting a God.” 

My father thought this opinion to be an error—believed there 
were such things as special providences,—cases in which, either 
by the exercise of a far-reaching foreknowledge of future events, 
or else by an instant effort of omnipotence, (it was immaterial 
which,) God did so direct the operation of natural causes, as to 
produce a result, in such connexion with other occurrences, as to 


present the appearance of supernatural agency.—‘‘Thus, for in-— 


stance,’’ continued the old gentleman, ‘‘ had the awful speech of 
the before-named atheist been instantly followed by a fatal stroke 
of apoplexy, I could not but regard it as a manifestation of God’s 
being, power, and anger against sin,—intended expressly to im- 
press beholders with holy awe,—in short, as the consequence of 
the blasphemy.”’ 

He then related several singular facts, which had come under 
his observation, and which he had always regarded with emotions 
of special solemnity. As the incidents related are full of interest, 
however regarded, I will record them. % 

1. ** The Baptist denomination in Connecticut, until the re- 
vision of the State Constitution, in the year 1818, (I think,) was 
exposed not only to the severity of unjust and unequal laws, but 
also, (thanks to the influence of these laws on public conduct and 
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opinion!) to individual insult and popular persecution. I do not 
love to look back upon those days of illiberality and gross injus- 
tice, for it is apt to kindle the spirit of anger and unkindness. 

** Under the operation of these causes, our bolder spirits were 
rendered yet more daring; but the majority of the fearful were 
made still more fearful and cautious. Both private and public 
worship were not unfrequently molested and disturbed, by the per- 
secuting irreligious. 

‘Qn one occasion, a congregation of Baptists had gathered 
together in their usual place of assembly, on the Lord’s day, and, 
after having united in praise and prayer, were listening to the 
preaching of the Gospel, from the lips of a very aged and ven- | 
erable man of God, Elder ——.” (1 omit names.) ‘‘ While the 
silver-haired minister was proclaiming the ‘ glad tidings’ from 
the pulpit, an insolent and profane fellow entered the house, 


walked boldly up the aisle, ascended and entered the pulpit, 


seized the clergyman by the collar of his coat, struck him so 
violently with his clenched fists upon the forehead, as to partially 
detach a large portion of skin, which fell down over one eye like 
a bloody curtain, while the blood streamed down his face; and 
then, before the audience were roused from their astonishment, 
dragged him over the pulpit stairs, and down the aisle, to the 
door of the church! Here, the pastor, who had thus far passively 
submitted to the wrong, planted himself for a moment on the 
threshold, and, lifting his hands and eyes slowly to heaven, ex- 
claimed, in mild but thrilling tones—‘If thou diest a natural 
death, the Lord hath not spoken by me!’ 

‘** The sound of that loved voice restored the people to their 
senses; and, with one accord, they ran to the rescue of their 
pastor. The ruffian made his escape: the minister, after having 
replaced the wounded part of his scalp, and bound up his head, 
returned to the pulpit, and completed his discourse, and then the 
people separated. 

‘** Before the sun rose upon the succeeding Sabbath, death had 
overtaken him who thus violated the sanctuary of God. He fell 
from a fishing boat into the river T—, and was drowned. The 
solemn exclamation of the clergyman was then and long after re- 
membered as prophetic, and the occurrence which soon followed 
it, like the death of Ananias and Sapphira, brought great fear upon 
all who heard it, so that the persecuted church was not again, for a 
long time, molested.”’ 

2. **The second anecdote which I shall relate, touches, also, 
upon the troubles endured, in former years, by the Baptists of 

onnecticut, in consequence of that invidious and unjust prefer- 
ence given by the laws to the Presbyterians. 

** A baptism was about to take place in the little town of . 
and much excitement was created by the expectation of an event 
which was then of such rare occurrence, that few individuals in 
that village had ever witnessed it. Now, thank God, the baptis< 
mal scene is less seldom beheld, 
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‘* The place fixed on for administering the ordinance was in the 
open air, and unobstructed eye of heaven—in a beautiful meadow, 
near the meeting-house, through whose verdant midst ran, wind- 
ing about like a serpent, a small crystal rivulet, the width 
of which, in no spot, exceeded fifteen feet. In a deep pool, 
scooped out of the white sand in one of the curvatures of the 
brook, was ‘the baptistry,’ wherein the candidates were to be 
buried into the similitude of death. 

‘* The time arrived,—a bright afternoon in June. The heavens 
seemed to smile, and the earth smiled, and all natural things looked 
fair and pleasant. Hundreds of people had collected upon the 
banks of the stream, and on the highest spots in the neighborhood, 
and were anxiously waiting for the arrival of the pastor and his 
flock. At last, they appeared, slowly advancing across the 
meadow, to the baptismal font, the candidates robed in those long, 
dark dresses, loaded with leaden weights, which are now in use on 
such occasions. The man of God, with head uncovered, standing 
on the verge of the brook, with uplifted arms, invoked the pres- 
ence and iavor of Jehovah. The prayer was finished; and, taking 
one of the candidates by the hand, he was just stepping down into 
the water, when three dashing young fellows, on horse back, can- 
tered into the meadow, on the opposite side, and never drew rein, 
till their horses’ heads reached over the very stream, and almost 
came in contact with the minister. All present were shocked by 
their indecent audacity. The Rev. Mr. paused in his descent, 
and regarding them with a steady eye, addressed them: ‘ Young 
men,’ said he, ‘we had a right to expect that, in this free and 
Christian land, and on the day of the Lord, we should be permitted, 
undisturbed, to perform our religious worship. Why come ye 
here in this unbecoming and profane manner, violating the holy 
Sabbath, insulting the people of God, disturbing his worship, out- 
raging our rights, and breaking through the bonds of both religion 
and decency? For shame, young men! rein back your horses, 
and let this sacred ordinance proceed uninterrupted. Remember 
that there is a God in heaven, who beholds both you and us,— 
who hates and punishes sin, and to whom you, how soon, I know not, 
may, and must be called upon to give account for all the deeds done 
in the body!’ 

‘* They drew back, abashed and covered with confusion; for 
not an eye near them beamed kindly on them, and they felt that 
‘the all-seeing eye’ was looking down severely from heaven. 

‘‘ The ordinance was performed, and the candidates became 
the professed children of God, and the multitude slowly retired to 
their homes. 

‘* On the following Sabbath, the father of one these three young 
men sent his son to the field for his horse. He was a physician, 
and must visit his patients before the hour of public worship. The 
youth went out; but, in a short time, returned, without the horse, 
but like the Shunamite’s son, exclaiming in dreadful agony, ‘ My 
head! my head!’ He was attacked with a fever in the brain, 
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and the doctor’s first prescription that day was for his own child, 
In a short time, a messenger came in haste to him from the parents 
of another of those three young men, who had been attacked in a 
similar manner, and at nearly the same hour; and, before the 
morning was over, strange as it may seem, and strange it was, to 
an awful degree, the third of those offending youths was stretched 
upon his bed with brain fever. They all died that same week; 
and, in their sickness and death, was seen the overruling provi- 
dence of God, by every man, woman, and child, in the town of 
A 

My father related several other similar facts, but they did not 
make so strong an impression on my memory. 

The remarks made on the subject of Providence, and providen- 
tial agency, brought to my recollection a sermon preached by Dr. 
Chalmers, while the cholera was prevalent in Scotland, and upon 
a day of fasting and prayer, set apart in reference to that deadly 
plague. The grand doctrine of which sermon was this,—that the 
course of human events is dependent upon a great chain of causes, 
the one end of which is here in our midst—the other in the hands 
of God, the mover and Governor; and that, although any particu- 
lar event might easily be referred, as an effect, to some apparent 
natural cause; yet the cause itself, traced back as far as human 
knowledge extends, must be referred, at last, to the providential 
agency of Deity. 

The study of the book of Providence ought to make us wise 
unto salvation. B. 


THOUGHTS OF DISTINGUISHED MEN IN AFFLICTION. 


We have thought it would be gratifying to our readers to present them with the fol- 
lowing letters in immediate connexion. They are worthy of preservation on many 
accounts, and they will be still more valuable by appearing together. They give us 
the views of three of the greatest men of their age, on the necessity of religion to sup- 
port and sanctify under providential bereavements and sorrows. The comparison of 
one with the other will throw strong light on the superiority of deep evangelical 
piety, as unfolded in the last, with such power of thought and felicity of language. 
ORIGINAL LETTER OF DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON, TOA FRIEND, ON THE DEATH 

OF HIS WIFE. NOT PUBLISHED IN HIS WORKS OR ANY LIFE OF HIM. 

‘* Notwithstanding the warnings of philosophers, and the daily 
examples of losses and misfortunes which life forces upon us, 
such is the absorption of our thoughts in the business of the 
present day—such the resignation of our reason to empty hopes 
of future felicity, or such our unwillingness to foresee what 
we dread, that every calamity comes suddenly upon us, and not 
only presses as a burden, but crushes as a blow. 

There are evils which happen out of the common course of 
nature, against which it is no reproach not to be provided. A 
flash of lightning intercepts the traveller in his way. The con- 
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cussion of an earthquake heaps the ruins of cities upon their in- 
habitants. But other miseries time brings, though silently, yet 
visibly, forward, by its own lapse, which yet approaches unseen, 
because we turn our eyes away, and they seize us unresisted, be- 
cause we would not arm ourselves against them by setting them 
before us. 

That it is vain to shrink from what cannot be avoided, and to 
hide that from ourselves which must some time be found, is a truth 
which we all know, but which we all neglect, and perhaps none 
more than the speculative reasoner, whose thoughts are always 
from home, whose eye wanders over life, whose fancy dances af- 
ter meteors of happiness kindled by itself, and who examines ey- 
ery thing rather than his own state. 

Nothing is more evident than that the decays of age must ter- 
minate in death. Yet there is no man (says Tully) who does not 
believe he may live another year; and there is none who does not 
upon the same principle hope another year for his parent and his 
friend ; but fallacy will be in time detected: the last year, the 
last day willcome—it has come, and is past! ‘* The life which 
made my own life pleasant is at an end, and the gates of death 
are shut upon my prospects.” 

The loss of a friend on whom the heart has fixed, and to whom 
every wish and endeavor tended, is a state of desolation in which 
the mind looks abroad impatient of itself, and finds nothing but 
emptiness and horror. The blameless life, the artless tenderness, 
the native simplicity, the modest resignation, the patient sickness, 
and the quiet death, are remembered only to add value to the loss 
—to aggravate regret for what cannot be amended—to deepen 
sorrow for what cannot be recalled. 

These are the calamities by which Providence gradually disen- 
gages us from the love of life.-—Other evils, fortitude may repel, 
or hope may mitigate; but irreparable privations leave nothing 
to exercise resolution, or flatter expectation. ‘The dead cannot 
return, and nothing is left us here but languishment and grief. 

Yet such is the course of nature, that whosoever lives long, 
must outlive those he loves and honors. Such is the condition of 
our present existence, that life must one time lose its associates, 
and every inhabitant of the earth must walk downward to the 
grave, alone and unregarded, without any partner of his joy or 
grief, without any interested witness of his misfortunes or success. 

Misfortunes indeed he may yet feel, for where is the bottom of 
the misery of man ? But what is success to him who has none to 
enjoy it? Happiness is not found in self-contemplation ; it is per- 
ceived only when it is reflected from another. 

We know little of the state of departed souls, because such 
knowledge is not necessary to a good life. Reason deserts us at 
the brink of the grave, and gives no further intelligence. Reve- 
lation is not wholly silent. ‘‘ There is joy among the angels in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth.”” And surely the joy is 
communicable to souls disentangled from the body, and made like 
angels. 
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Let hope, therefore, dictate what revelation does not confute— 
that the union of souls may still remain; and that we, who are 
struggling with sin, sorrow, and infirmities, may have our part in 
the attention and kindness of those who have finished their 
course, and are now receiving their reward. 

These are the great occasions which force the mind to take 
refuge in religion. When we have no help in ourselves, what can 
remain but that we look up to a higher power? And to what 
hope may we not raise our eyes and hearts, when we consider 
that the greatest power is the best? 

Surely there is no man, who, thus afflicted, does not seek suc- 
cor in the Gospel, which has brought life and immortality to light! 
The precepts of Epicurus, which teaches us to endure what the 
laws of the universe make necessary, may silence, but cannot con- 
tent us. The dictates of Zeno, who commands us to look with 
indifference on abstract things, may dispose us to conceal our 
sorrow, but not assuage it. Real alleviation of the loss of friends, 
and rational tranquillity in the prospect of our own dissolution, can 
be received only from the promise of Him in whose hands are life 
and death, and from the assurances of another and better state, in 
which all tears will be wiped from our eyes, and the whole soul 
filled with joy. Philosophy'may infuse stubbornness, but Religion 
only can give patience. SAMUEL JOHNSON.” 
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LETTER OF SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH, ON THE DEATH OF HIS WIFE. 


The following letter is copied from the Introduction of Sir 
James Mackintosh’s ‘‘ History of the Revolution in England,” a 
work recently published in London. It was addressed to Dr. 
Parr in 1797, and is characterized by him as “‘ the finest composi- 
tion he ever received from mortal.” 


‘*T use the first moment of composure to return my thanks to 
you for having thought of me in my affliction. It was impossible 
for you to know the bitterness of that affliction; for I, myself, 
scarce knew the greatness of my calamity till it had fallen upon 
me; nor did I know the acuteness of my own feelings till they had 
been subjected to this trial. Alas! it is only now that I feel the 
value of what I have lost. In this state of deep but quiet melan- 
choly, which has succeeded to the first violent agitations of sor- 
row, my greatest pleasure is to look back with gratitude and pious 
affection on the memory of my beloved wife ; and my chief con- 
solation is the soothing remembrance of her virtues. 

Allow me, in justice to her memory, to tell you what she was, and 
what lowed her. I was guided in my choice only by the blind affec- 
tion of youth, and might have formed aconnexion in which a short- 
lived passion would have been followed by repentance and disgust; 
but I found an intelligent companion, a tender friend, a prudent 
monitress; the most faithful of wives, and as dear a mother as ev- 
er children had the misfortune to Jose.—Had I married a woman 
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who was easy or giddy enough to have been infected by my im- 

rudence, or who had rudely and harshly attempted to correct it, 
i should, in either case, have been irretrievably ruined : a fortune 
in either case would with my habits have been only a shorter cut 
to destruction. But I met a woman, who, by the tender manage- 
ment of my weaknesses, gradually corrected the most pernicious of 
them, and rescued me from the dominion of a degrading and ru- 
inous vice. She became prudent from affection; and, though of 
the most generous nature, she was taught economy and frugality 
by her love tome. During the most critical period of my life, she 
preserved order in my affairs, from the care of which she relieved 
me ; she gently reclaimed me from dissipation; she propped my 
weak and irresolute nature ; she urged my indolence to all the 
exertions that have been useful and creditable to me; and she 
was perpetually at hand to admonish my heedlessness and impru- 
dence. 

To her I owe that I am not aruined outcast; to her whatever I 
am; to her whatever I shall be. In her solicitude for my interest, she 
never for a moment forgot my feelings or my character. Even in. 
her occasional resentment,—for which I but too often gave just 
cause (would to God that I could recall those moments !) she had 
no sullenness or acrimony : her feelings were warm and impetu- 
ous, but she was placable, tender, and constant: she united the 
most attentive prudence with the most generous and guileless na- 
ture, with a spirit that disclaimed the shadow of meanness, and 
with the kindest and most honest heart. Such was she whom [ 
have lost ; and I have lost her when her excellent natural sense 
was rapidly improving, after eight years of struggle and distress 
had bound us fast together, and moulded our tempers to each oth- 
er; when a knowledge of her worth had refined my youthful love 
into friendship, before age had deprived it of much of its original 
ardor. I lost her, alas! (the choice of my youth and the partner 
of my misfortunes,) at a moment when I had the prospect of her 
sharing my better days. This, my dear Sir, is a calamity which 
the prosperity of the world cannot repair. To expect that any 
thing on this side of the grave can make it up, would be a vain 
and delusive expectation. If I had lost the giddy and thoughtless 
companion of prosperity, the world could easily repair the loss ; 
but I have lost the faithful and tender partner of my misfortunes ; 
and my only consolation is in the Being under whose severe but 
paternal chastisement I am cut down to the ground. 

The philosophy which I have learned, only teaches me that virtue 
and friendship are the greatest of human blessings, and that their loss 
is irreparable. It aggravates my calamity instead of consoling me 
under it. My wounded heart seeks another consolation ; gov- 
erned by these feelings, which have, in every age of the world, 
actuated the human mind, I seek relief and I find it in the sooth- 
ing hope and the consolatory opinion, that a Benevolent Wisdom 
inflicts the chastisements, as well as bestows the enjoyments of hu- 
man life; that Superintending Goodness will one day enlighten 
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the darkness which surrounds our nature, and hangs over our 
prospects ; that this dreary and wretched life is not the whole of 
man ; that an animal so sagacious and provident, and capable of 
such proficiency in science and virtue, is not like the beasts that 
perish ; that there is a dwelling place prepared for the spirits of 
the just ; and that the ways of God will yet be vindicated to man. 
The sentiments of religion which were implanted in my mind in 
my early youth, and which were revived by the awful scenes which 
I have seen passing before my eyes in the world, are, I trust, 
deeply rooted in my heart by this great calamity. I shall not of- 
fend your rational piety by saying that modes and opinions appear 
to me matter of secondary importance ; but I can sincerely de- 
clare, that Christianity in its genuine purity and spirit, appears to 
me the most amiable and venerable of all forms in which the hom- 
age of man has ever been offered to the Author of his being. 

These sentiments have served somewhat to tranquillize me since I 
have been in this place, (which is at present solitary enough for the 
state of my spirits,) and will, I trust, soon enable me to resume 
my exertions in active life, which I owe to the hapless children of 
my dearest Catharine, and which I am fully sensible will be a 
truer performance of the sacred duty which 1 owe to her memory, 
than vain and barren lamentation. You will not wonder that I some- 
times find a pleasing employment of my mind in thinking of those 
honors which are due to the memory of her whom I have lost. I 
have given direction for a marble tablet, on which it is my wish to 
inscribe a humble testimonial of her virtues ; but I am undecided 
in opinion whether the inscription shall be in Latin or in English. 
Will you, my dear Sir, send me a sketch of a Latin inscription ? 
It is a thing of great moment in the hour of my affliction, and I 
hope you will not refuse to aid me in this labor of love. If I fix 
on the English I shall send it to you for correction.—The topics 
are so obvious that I need not suggest them: her faithful and 
tender discharge of the duties of a wife and a mother, my afflic- 
tions, the irreparable loss of her orphans; these are the topics, 
with a solemn colouring of religion to the whole. I cannot sup- 
press my desire to expatiate on her worth, at greater length than 
may, perhaps, be consistent with the severe simplicity of a classi- 
cal inscription; yet my feelings are too sincere to relish any 
thing rhetorical or ostentatious.” 


THE FOLLOWING ADMIRABLE LETTER TO A LADY ON TIIE LOSS OF A 
RELATIVE, IS FROM THE PEN OF JOHN FOSTER, 


‘* I should not venture a momentary interruption of feelings, 
which I know must choose the pensive retirement of the heart, if 
I did not hope to insinuate a sentiment or two, not discordant with 
the tone of grief. Jam willing to believe the interest I have taken 
in your happiness will authorize me to convey to you, at such a 
serious hour, the expressions of a friendly and solicitous sympathy. 
I am willing to believe, that the sincere respect with which 1 have 
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addressed you in serener days, will be a pledge to you, that in as- 
suming such a liberty I cannot forget the delicacy of respect 
which peculiarly belongs to you, now you are in a scene of suffer- 
ing ; and that this little attention, which I seem to myself to owe 
you, will not be deemed to violate the sacredness of sorrow. 

I should be most happy ifit were possible for me to impart any 
influences that could alleviate the oppression of the heart, or aid 
your fortitude in its severe probation ; but I dare not indulge so 
pleasing a hope. I know too well that suffering clings to the 
sufferer’s self; and that any other mind, though actuated by the 
kindest wish, is still a foreign mind, and inhabits a separate sphere, 
from which it can but faintly breathe consoling sentiments. Yet, 
doubtless, there are in existence truths of sweet and mighty inspi- 
ration, which, perfectly applied, would calm your feelings, and ir- 
radiate the gloom around you.—How happy were the art to steal 
such fire from heaven! How much I wish it yours! Yes, and 
there are softenings of distress, glimpses of serenity, ideas of ten- 
der enthusiasm from principles, sublime aspirings, to mingle with 
the feelings of the good in every situation. I love to assure my- 
self these are not wanting to you: I hope they will prolong the 
benignant charm of their visitation, and be at intervals closer to 
your heart than were the causes of sadness that environ you. 

You will not, Miss C., disdain the solicitude of a sincere friend 
who is interested for your suffering, and loves the sensibility of 
which he regrets he cannot beguile the pain. I think I would be 
willing to feel for a season all that you feel, in order to acquire an 
entire and poignant sympathy. This alone can convey the ex- 
quisite significance, the magic of soul, into the suggestions that 
seek to revive the depressed energy of a tender heart. I would 
exert the whole efficacy of a mind thus painfully instructed, to 
soothe or to animate. I would look around for every truth and 
every hope to which Heaven has imparted sweetness, for the 
sake of minds in grief. I would invoke whatever friendly spirit 
has power to shed balm in anxious or desponding cares, and, un- 
observed, steal a part of the bitterness away. 

I would have you also attempt a train of vigorous thinking. In- 
deed, it is known too well, there are moments when the heart re- 
fuses all control, and gives itself without reserve to grief. It feels, 
and even cherishes emotions, which it cannot yield up to any 
power less than that of Heaven or of time. Arguments may 
vainly, sometimes, forbid the tears that flow for the affecting 
events of remembrance or anticipation. Arguments will not ob- 
literate scenes whose every circumstance pierce the heart.—Ar- 
guments cannot recall the victims of death. Dear affections, the 
sources of felicity, the charm of life; what pangs, too, they can 
cause! You have loved sensibility, you have cultivated it ; .and 
you are destined yet, I hope, to obtain many of its sweetest pleas- 
ures ; but see how much it may sometimes cost you! Contemn, 
as it deserves, the pride of stoicism; but still there are the most 
cogent reasons why sorrow should some where be restrained : it 


. 
= 
“4 
4 
| 
& 
i 
; , 
_. 
1% 
* 
, 
: 
r 
nin 
— 
ate 
é 
he ¥ 
§ 
wee 
a 
aie 
2 
af 
— — 
ij 
‘ud 
Sie 
7 
— 
it 
1 
Bre: 
ae i 
a 
"4 
& 
i” 


| 


ie 


+ 


> 


a 


96 Thoughts of Distinguished Men in Affliction. 


should acknowledge the limits imposed by judgment and the will 
of Heaven. 

Do not yield your mind to the gloomy extinction of utter 
despondency. It still retains the most dear and valuable interests 
which require to be saved from the sacrifice. Before the present 
circumstances took place, the wish of friendship would have been, 
that you might be long happily exempted from them ; now it is, 
that you may gain from them as high an improvement and triumph 
as ever an excellent mind won from trial. From you an example 
may be expected of the manner in which a virtuous and thought- 
ful mind has learned to bear the melancholy events of life. Even 
at such a season it is not a duty to abandon the study of happiness. 
Do not altogether turn away from sweet hope, with her promises 
and smiles. Do not refuse to believe that this dark cloud will pass 
away, and the heavens shine again ; that happier days will com- 
pensate those hours that move in sadness. Grief will have its 
share, a powerful share; but grief will not have your all, Caroline. 
There is a good in existence still rich, various, endless—the pur- 
suit of which will elevate, and the attainment of which will crown 
you. Even your present emotions are the distresses of tender 
melancholy : how widely different from the anguish of guilt! 
Yours are such tears as innocence may shed, and intermingle 
smiles, pensive smiles, indeed, and transient, but expressive of a 
sentiment that rises toward heaven. 

The most pathetic energies of consolation can be imparted by 
religion alone, the never dying principle of all that is happy in 
the creation. The firm persuasion that all things that concern us 
are completely every moment in the hands of our Father alone, as 
one infinitely wise and merciful; that he disposes all these events 
in the very best possible manner ; and that we shall one day bless 
him, amid the ardors of infinite gratitude, for even his most dis- 
tressing visitations;—such a sublime persuasion will make the 
heart and the character sublime; it will enable you to assemble 
all your interests together, your wishes, your prospects, your sor- 
rows, and the circumstances of the persons that are dear to you, 
and present them in devout offering to the best Father, the great- 
est Friend; and it will assure you of being, in every scene of life, 
the object of his kind perpetual care. 

Permit me, Madam, to add, that one of the most powerful 
means towards preserving a vigorous tone of mind in unhappy 
circumstances, is to explore witha resolute eye the serious lessons 
which they teach. Events like those which you have beheld, 
open the inmost temple of solemn truth, and throw around the very 
blazes of revelation. In such a school, such a mind may make 
incalculable improvements. I consider a scene of death as being 


‘tothe interested parties who witness it, a kind of sacrament incon- 


ceivably solemn, at which they are summoned by the voice of 
Heaven to pledge themselves in vows of irreversible decision. 
Here then, Caroline, as at the high altar of eternity, you have 
been called to pronounce, if I may express it so, the inviolable 
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oath, to keep forever in view the momentous value of life, and to 
aim at its worthiest use, its sublimest end; to spurn with a last 
disdain those foolish trifles, those frivolous vanities, which so gen- 
erally, within our sight consume life as the locusts did Egypt; and 
to devote yourself, with the ardor of passion, to attain the most 
divine improvements of the soul; and, in short, to hold yourself in 
preparation to make that interesting transition to another life, 
whenever you shall be claimed by the Lord of the world.”’ 


GRIMKE ON BAPTISM. 


_ The following extract from a Letter to Rev. J. H. Linsley, Dec. 18, 1833, will 
show the views of that eminent scholar, statesman, and Christian philanthropist, 
Thomas S. Grimke. We copy it from the Christian Secretary. Mr. Linsley is 
pastor of the Baptist Church, Stratford, (Conn.) , 


‘* If you were surprised at my ‘ communication on infant baptism,’ 
I assure you, I am still more surprised at the view which you have 
taken of it. Most assuredly, I must have expressed myself in a 
very awkward and imperfect manner, to have made such impres- 
sions upon you, as to have led to such sentences as the following: 
—‘I am much surprised that you should read so much in favor of, 
and not be willing to balance that account by an equal portion 
against this tradition of men, and then take your New Testament 
on equal grounds. You now read the New Testament with all 

reconceived prejudices. You will pardon me, my dear sir, when 
say, that your remark hardly comports with a desire to know 
the truth, and hardly corresponds with the habits of a thorough 
going scholar, as I know you tobe. Never mind being convinced 
by argument.’ 

‘* Now, my dear sir, you entirely misunderstand the matter. 
Ist. I have no prejudice on the subject, at all—I assure you, not 
the least. Although I was born and brought up in, and still be- 
long to a Pedobaptist church, my prejudices, if I have any, are 
actually in favor of adult baptism. 2d. I do not decline the read- 
ing of writers in favor of the views of the Baptists, on account of 
any apprehensions that I may be convinced by argument. Still 
less is it because I have not a desire to know the truth. The 
course which I am pursuing, my dear sir, is precisely like that 
taken by a judge, before whom a question is to be argued on the 
constitutionality of alaw. He is already acquainted with the 
constitution; and, without having made out a decisive opinion on 
the question, his impressions are favorable to the plaintiff. He 
says, then, to the plaintiff, I do not desire to hear your arguments, 
although, in the regular course of business, you have to speak 
first. I would rather hear the defendant; and, if he makes any 
serious impressions on my mind, it will be time enough to call 
upon you to reply. | 

‘‘ Now, I am precisely in the situation of the judge. The New 
Testament is the constitution. The Baptist is the plaintiff, alleg- 
ing the unconstitutionality of Pedobaptism. The Pedobaptist 
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ii a stands on the defensive—trelies on his traditions, and the opinions 
at and acts of the Christian church, for many centuries. With the 
i) New Testament in my hand, I say at once to the Padobaptist, I 
be would rather hear what you have to say, because my impressions 
shad: are against you. I see instances innumerable of adult baptism, 


be 


but not a single case of infant baptism. I see abundant reason 
for infant circumcision—lI see none for infant baptism. n 
Ag I have not resorted to the commentaries of Gale and Robinson, 
and Carson and Cox, but preferred to oppose the Bible, single- 
handed, to the arguments of Dwight and Calvin, of Wall and 
Woods; satisfied that if they could not convince me they are 
right, I needed not to hear their antagonists. T. S. GrimkeE. 
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ANTICIPATION. 


So rolleth on the day 
Of man’s deliverance from the rule of sin. 
Fach fleeting year brings trophies to the feet 
Of Him that died for us. but a day 
And all the treasured wealth of all the tribes 
That dwell on earth shall be in meekness brought, 
And laid upon God’s altar. Then the light 
Of morning’s earliest ray, and evening’s last 
Shall witness clouds of incense, dense and rich, 
Gathering about the throne, where Jesus stands— 
The living Intercessor. Lamb of God, 
Who, in thy people’s offerings, now dost ask 
The heathen, thine inheritance—a glow 
Of joy unspeakable, a holy thrill 
Rushes along our bosoms, when we think 
How soon the ransomed world shall celebrate thee— 
Jenovan, OF KINGS, AND LoRD oF LORDS. 
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O ye who weep in mourning o’er the marks | 

Of Zion’s desolations, faithless ones— 

Do ye not know, that God hath promised it— 

Hath promised that his Son shall! have the world 

For one great temple—and the dwellers there, 

His worshippers in spirit and in truth? 

Look ye abroad! The trump of conflict sounds 

Louder and louder, o’er the famished earth. 

The war of sin and truth will soon be done— 

Sin will shrink back ; and truth triumphant, then, ‘ 
Will lift her glorious banner. On the breeze 

That comes beyond the water, from the east, 

And south and frigid north, the gathering sounds. 

Swell o’er us—blessed sounds, that tell of heaven. 
Listen, ye faithless! trust ye but in God, 

And from your thrones above, ye soon shal] hear 

The anthem, richly rolled from myriad tongues, 

From all beneath the sky—*‘ BLest Lams or Gon! 
WE HAIL THEE Lorp oF LORDS, AND KING oF KINGS.’’ 
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LITERARY NOTICES. 


THe Hoty ARRANGED IN 
PARAGRAPHS AND PARALLELISMS, 
WITH PHILOLOGICAL AND EXPLANA- 
rory Annotations. By T. W. Corr, 
D. D. Reetor of Christ Church, Cam- 
bridge. Boston: William Peirce. 1834. 
12 mo. pp. 1224. 


It gives us pleasure to make our readers 
acquainted with this accurate and beauti- 
ful edition of the sacred volume. For a 
portable, yet legible, cheap and conve- 
nient, yet critical, StuDY BiBLe, we 
know nothing equal to it. 

Here we have the word of God in its nat- 
ural form and divisions; not broken up into 
chapters and verses, in which the natural 
connexion and order is confounded and 
lost; but in the very order and connexion 
dictated by the sense itself, and therefore, 
in a certain sense, by the Holy Spirit 
who inspired it. However habit may 
have attached us to the common divisions, 
it is, or ought to be, universally known, 
that they are of no older date than the 
13th century. They are, therefore, of 
merely human origin. And not only so, 
but they betray, in numerous instances of 
the division into chapters, a great want 
of good judgment. It is time that this ar- 
tificial appearance of the word of God 
should give place to the order of nature— 
to the order in which they were written 
and read by the prophets, apostles, and 
primitive Christians. As far as we have 
examined Dr. Coit’s arrangement, it ap- 

ears to us perfectly just and natural; and 
it is truly delightful to see what a new 
beauty and clearness is, by this simple 
means alone, shed over the sacred page. 

But this is not the only advantage of 
Dr. Coit’s edition. Mr. Nourse’s which 
we noticed in our last November number, 
is almost equally valuable in this respect, 
and well deserves circulation. But Dr. 
Coit’s has the advantage of a larger page 
and type ; of a critical English text and 
punctuation; of the marginal readings of 
the English Translators, usuall found 
only in the quarto Bibles, or in Canne’s; 
of brief occasional explanations of verbal 
difficulties, &c. surprisingly condensed, 
and of great worth to the ordinary reader, 
who has no commentary at hand to con- 
sult. It also has the Chronology on each 

age. Besides his own excellent Preface, 

r. Coit has given us—what has never 
before appeared in any American edition 
—the original Address of the Translators 
to the Readers, as it appeared in the first 
edition of King James’ Bible, in 1611. 
This is at once a curiosity, and, (which 


many rarities are not.) a real treasure of 
explanations and excellent counsels. We 
are pleased also, to see the respectful no- 
tice taken by the Editor, of the critical la- 
bors of the Rev. Mr. Curtis, formerly of 
London, but now pastor of the Baptist 
church in Bangor, Maine. 

We need only add that Dr. Coit has 
retained in the inner margin of this edi- 
tion, the number, designating the chapters 
and verses in the common division; so 
that no complaint can be made on that 
score—it being equally convenient for 
reference. On the whole, we cannot but 
feel deeply indebted to the labors of the 
learned and pious Editor, and cordially 
congratulate the Christian community that 
such a truly valuab'e edition of the Book 
of Books is put within their reach, at so 
trifling an expense. 


AMERICAN LADIES’ MAGAZINE. 
Edited by Mrs. Sarah J. Hale. 


We find upon our table a copy of the 
December number of this interesting peri- 
odical, which has just completed its sev- 
enth volume. We are happy in the oppor- 
tunity which it affords us of recommending 
it to the attention of our fair readers, as 
happily adapted to aid them in adding to 
the fundamental character of the Christian, 
the sentiments and accomplishments be- 
coming the ‘* American Lady.” It is 
devoted to the mental, moral, and reli- 

ious improvement of the sex, of which 
its Editor is so distinguished an ornament. 
, Its avails have hitherto been sufficient to 
enable her tosupport and educate a depend- 
ent family; but we are sorry to learn that 
the pressure of the times, and the increase 
of new periodicals have, during the year 

ast, materially diminished its patronage. 

e trust, that he persevering labors, how- 
ever, will not fail to be crowned with mer- 
ited success, and that the revival of busi- 
ness, and the improvements made in the 
work itself, will enable her triumphantly 
to carry into effect her original design 
in undertaking the arduous charge of con- 
ducting it. 

Mrs. Hale observes, in the present num- 
ber, ‘‘ Female Education, and its results, 
shall be the ruling theme of our Magazine 
—its importance to the promotion of civ- 
ilization, Christianity, human improve- 
ment and happiness, renders it earnestly 
deserving the attention of the philosopher 
and the philanthropist. Will not such 
aid us in this work? Our Protestant 
writers must’ rouse the public mind; 
measures must be taken to diffuse know- 
ledge; and above a). other considerations, 
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Female Education must be provided for— 
otherwise convents will increase, and 
Catholicism become permanently rooted 
in our country.”’ 

In these sentiments we heartily concur. 
We are much pleased with the appear- 
ance of this number generally. ‘The terms 
of the work are three dollars a year. 
Each volume is embellished with six ele- 
gant engravings. 


AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE 
INAUGURATION OF THE FACULTY OF 
Bristot CoLtLeGce, Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, April 2, 1834. By Rev. 
Cuauncy Conton, M. A. Second 
Edition, &c. Philadelphia. Key and 
Biddle. 


We have read this discourse with very 
great pleasure. The leading topic of dis- 
cussion is THE STANDARD OF AMERI- 
CAN SCHOLARSHIP AND ENTERPRIZE 
IN THE 19TH CENTURY. Pres. Col- 
ton maintains that it should be at once 
elevated, thorough and practical. These 
views are set forth and illustrated with a 
glow ofeloquence and piety truly delightful. 

Bristol] College is a new institution, es- 
tablished by our Episcopal brethren. It 
is already in a flourishing condition. An 
academical department and select school 
are connected with it. The Bible is used 
as a text book through the whole course. 
In the three departments the number of 
pupils is 102. The number is limited by 
statute to 205; i. e. 120 in the college 
proper, 60 in the Academy, and 25 in the 
select school. 


Tue Youxo INFIDEL RECLAIMED : 
Showing the advantages of a Pastor’s ar- 
guments for Christianity, in private con- 
versation. By EsTHER HEWLETT. 
Boston J. Loring. pp. 171, 18mo. 1835. 


The incidents blended with the argu- 
ment of this little book are said to be 


- drawn from real life. They are certainly 


such as might easily occur in the present 
state of society, in the conflict continually 
carried on between the antagonist powers 
of Christianity and Infidelity, holiness 
and sin, virtue and vice. Mrs. Hewlett 
in her preface, says she was induced to 
embody them in this form, in consequence 
of seeing ‘‘a wish expressed by several 
persons high in the gency? and religious 
world, for a work in which the most pop- 
ular objections against our holy religion 
should be stated and answered; and the 


happiness of individuals and of society, 
exemplified in a familiar manner.’’ 
This object is well attained in this sim- 
ple and engaging volume, which we cor- 
dially recommend to the use of Sabbath 
Schools, and of our young readers gen- 
erally. 


Tue CuHiLp’s Book on INTEMPER- 
ANCE.  Iilustrated by Engravings. By 
Rev. CHARLES A. GoopricH. Bos- 
ton: William Peirce. 1885. pp. 109. 


_ This is a little book, admirable alike 
in design and execution. The principal 
part is made up of tales, founded on facts, 
told with touching simplicity, and full of 
heart-thrilling pathos. esiy of them 
are painted to the Child’s eye by a pic- 
ture, to which the story is subjoined in the 
way of explanation. The Introduction 
and Conclusion by the author are excellent. 
It must be read with intense interest, and 
promises to be a most powerful agent in 
fixing deep in the minds of children a sal- 


utary dread of the horrors of Intemper- 
ance. 


Yourn’s Boox or NatTurat Put- 
LosopHy. By J. L. Comstock, M. D. 
Boston: William Peirce. 1834. pp. 244. 


This is an attempt to supply a deficien- 
cy in the series of American school books. 
lt is intended as a cheap, simple, and at- 
tractive manual, on the elements of the 
Natural Sciences,—Mechanics, Hydro- 
statics, Pneumatics, Optics, and Astron- 
omy. It is well illustrated by numerous 
diagrams. We think the attempt at sim- 
plification, with some few exceptions, em- 
inently successful. Many an intelligent 
youth would be glad of the information 
here contained. All true science, be it 
remembered, is tributary to the illustra- 
tion of the works and word of God. 


THE BEQuEsT; or, the Dying Mis- 
sionary’s Address to his Little Son. 
Boston: Published by the Mass. Sab. 
School Union. 1835. pp. 139. 18mo. 


We are happy to see a new publication 
of our only Baptist publishing Sab. 
School Union. The Bequest needs no 
recommendation fromus. It is secure of 
being widely read. We trust our Sab- 
bath Schools will see that they are speedi- 
ly supplied with it. We need only say 
that the real name of the Missiqnary ig 
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MISSIONARY REGISTER. 


Subscriptions and Donations to the General Convention of the Baptist Denomina- 
tion, in the United States, for Foreign Missions, &c., should be transmitted to Heman 
Lincoln, Esq., Treasurer, at the Baptist Missionary Rooms, No. 17, Joy’s Buildings, 
Washington Street, Boston. The communications for the Corresponding Secretary 


should be directed to the same place. 


Siam. 


BANKOK. 


LETTER FROM REV. J. T. JONES 
TO DR. BOLLES. 


Bankok, Oct. 20, 1833. 


My dear Sir, 


The king has lately spent several 
successive days in visiting various 
Wats,* and making costly religious 
offerings. In these excursions, he 
goes by water, attended by about 
a hundred large boats, containing 
about two thirds of the grandees, or 
nobles of the kingdom. The num- 
ber of rowers, and the splendor and 
ornaments of the boats, vary, ac- 
cording to the rank of the personages 
who occupy them. Some have not 
more than 20,—others 50 or 80 row- 
ers. They move with great velocity ; 
and, wherever the king approaches, 
the people on shore are all expected 
to crouch, on penalty of being shot. 
He has visited about 20 Wats, and 
spent, on these * ecclesiastical es- 
tablishments,” some hundred thou- 
sands of ticals. The spectacle was 
imposing ; and, had it been accom- 


*A Wat denotes a temple, or a num- 
ber of temples, with ali the, connected 
buildings; as priest’s-houses, pagodas, 
zayats, bell-houses, tanks, and inclosed 

rounds. They contain from 30, to 4 or 
persons. In future communications, 
I shall use this word, (wat) as there is 
no English word corresponds with it. 


panied by the reflection that the 
immense expenditure was incurred 
for the improvement of his country, 
it would have seemed noble. But 
it is mournful to reflect, that his on- 
ly ostensible motive was, to increase 
his religious merit, and raise him- 
self, on his demise, to immediate 
divine honors ; and the consideration, 
that all his bounty will go to fatten 
a set of lazy priests, who are a curse 
to the land, and an offence to heaven, 
fills the mind with unutterable grief, 

I have lately made some inquiries, 
of several persons, both priests and 
laymen, in regard to the probable 
number of priests in Siam. They 
concur in estimating them at 100,000. 
Some say more. This number in- 
cludes all the yellow cloth men, 
who live on the alms of the people. 
The real number of priests, properly 
so called, is not so great; as many 
of these are only noviciates. Yet 
the people must supply them all 
with food and raiment. The latter 
article is not trifling; for a greater 
part wear silk or crape. The ag- 
gregate population is probably not 
half so great as that of the United 
States. Let those who complain of 
the hardship of supporting Christian 
institutions, make their reflections 
on these facts! 

24. Desiring to know more ac- 
curately the state of the field before 
me, I set out this morning fer Pack- 
late, a place between this and the 
mouth of the Meinam. As the tide 
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was in my favor, I arrived in about 
two hours. The place is about a 
mile from the river, and the access 
to it is by a good canal. How far 
this canal extends into the country, 
I have yet no means of ascertaining. 
The population is estimated at 18 
or 20,000, mostly Peguans, (or 
Mawns, as the Siamese cal] them.) 
There are two Siamese Wats of 

reat magnificence ; the others are 

eguans. The situation is much 
more pleasant than Bankok, but the 
habitations are not so crowded. 
Most of the men can speak Burman 
sufficiently for the transaction of 
ordinary business, but not more than 
about a hundred of the whole can 
read it. Very few women under- 
stand it at all. Both men and 
women speak Siamese also, but the 
number who can read it is small, 
From a great many inquiries and 
experiments which I made, I appre- 
hend about two thirds of the men 
can read Peguan. Most of them, as 
well as the Burmans, seem to have 
the same feelings about their native 
land, as the Jews, and regard their 
residence here as a kind of cruel 
exile. They appear frank and hos- 
pitable. WhenI get Peguan tracts 
from Maulmein, 1 shall doubtless 
visit them again. This place shall 
not be lost sight of as a missionary 
station. 

While there, the inquiry was made, 
which is common in Siam, whether 
the Americans and others do not 
make silver dollars of lead and pew- 
ter, and whether I did not under- 
stand the art? and they seem not to 
be satisfied with any disavowal of 
such knowledge. 

The Siamese often wish to know 
if Jhave any map or delineation of 
hell,—saying they have many correct 
ones. They want to know what 
kind of instruments are used in the 
infliction of punishments there; 
whether they have burning rods, 
red hot pincers, flaming saws, &c. 
It is exceedingly difficult to com- 
municate to them any ideas of spir- 
ituality. For “conscience,” I cannot 
ascertain that they have even the 
name. I begin to converse a little 


on religious subjects, though with 
great imperfection. When ques- 
‘tions regarding our religion, which 
they begin to perceive is different 
from theirs, and from Romanism, 
are proposed, I cannot help attempt- 
ing to resolve them, though, perhaps, 
sometimes at the risk of misrepre- 
senting the truth through inadequa- 
cy of language. 

27. Burmans and Peguans con- 
tinue to receive more and more at- 
tention and instruction from us. 
To-day, 28 Peguans were in our 
verandah at once, whom, though 
they were drawn in by their curiosi- 
ty to see our “little white-headed 
white child,” I could not allow to 
depart, without hearing an outline of 
evangelical truth. While I was gone 
to Packlate, the other day, several 
Peguan priests called at our house, 
from Sankoke, another settlement 
above this, which, with the circum- 
jacent villages, is said to be as pop- 
ulous as Packlate. To them, at 
some future day, I must try to make 
known the gospel of God. 

Before closing this communica- 

tion, I must advert to a topic of 
mournful interest to ourselves. It 
has pleased our wise heavenly Father 
to remove from us our beloved son. 
At his birth, he seemed strong and 
healthy, but soon began to decline. 
He gradually pined away, and 
peacefully expired on the morning 
of the 14th inst., aged 3 months 
and 11 days. On the same day, his 
remains were deposited by the side 
of Mrs. Gutzlaff. Natural affection 
grieves, but faith views the bud 
transplanted to bloom in a fairer 
world. May the glorious hope that 
he has gone to heaven, fix our 
thoughts and affections more firmly 
there ! - 
Our last American dates were 
Oct. 1832. We have received noth- 
ing since June. Though Mrs. J. is 
still feeble, we are in usual health 
and cheerfulness, and feel, we trust, 
a constantly increasing attachment 
to, and interest in our work. 

With sincere regards, yours, 

Jno. Tayior Jones. 


Rey. L. Boxes. 
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JOURNAL OF REV. J. T. JONES. 


We have the pleasure of laying before 
Our readers a still later Journal from Mr. 
Jones. While we rejoice in his incipient 
success, us hope for still greater. May 
the Lord powerfully sustain him. By this 
time we trust, he has been joined by an 
assistant missionary, who will devote him- 
self to the study of the Chinese. 


Bankok, Nov. 15, 1833. 


Burman Tradition concerning the 
Karens. 


This morning my teacher related 
to me a Tradition common among 
the Burmansand Taliengs, regard- 
ing the origin of the Karens. In 
order to understand it, it is necessary 
to premise, that in their accounts of 
the origin of the human race Brahmas 
descended from the superior regions, 
and, when they began to eat the 
fruits of the earth, they lost the power 
of ascending, which they had pre- 
viously possessed, and their gigantic 
forms gradually diminished to the 
human stature. 

They were originally seven in 
number, four brothers, and three 
sisters. Three of the former married 
the three latter; and the other, in a 
fit of anger with his brethren on ac- 
count of it, fled to the jungle, where 
he spent 20 years. hen he re- 
turned, his brothers had numerous 
grown sons and daughters. He 
found the latter weaving; went 
round among them, inquiring which 
of them would weave him a patso (a 
kind of waist cloth worn by all Bur- 
man men.) After various rebuffs, 
one consented. He bore her off to 
the jungle, and from their union in 
the jungle, sprung the Karens a 
jungle people, while from his breth- 
ren proceeded the Pequans, Bur- 


mans, Siamese, and other civilized 
people. 


Application for Baptism. 

Nov. 24. To-day two of the 
Chinese worshippers, who have at- 
tended worship constantly for about 
a year, again petitioned for baptism. 
After examining them as well as 


sidering their repeated request, as 
wel] as their irreproachable conduct 
so far as I can ascertain, though una- 
ble, through inadequate language, to 
ascertain so well as I could wish their 
spiritual state, it seemed that I could 
not consistently with Scriptural ex- 
amples, again decline the adminis- 
tration of the rite. The next Sab- 
bath morning, is appointed for the 
ceremony. I shall do it with much 
trembling, lest they should hereafter 
prove to be a reproach, and not an 
ornament to the cause. Oh, for 
heavenly direction ! 


Perverted Consciences. 


29. The Boodhists all consider 
themselves as forbidden by their re- 
ligion to kill any animal. Some are 
very conscientious on this point, but 
the generality disregard it. To-day 
my teacher happened to remark that 
he knew where fowls were abundant. 
I asked him, if he would take my 
boat, and go and buy some for me. 
He replied, Llooa bap, “I am afraid 
of the crime,” i. e. of buying fowls. 
knowing they were to be killed. 
Yet the same man, not six days be- 
fore, wanted to sell me two of his 
children. Thus they “strain at a 
gnat, and swallow a camel.” 


Siamese Preparation for War. 


Dec. 1. The two Chinamen, for 
some reasons, which I could not 
fully understand, requested that their 
baptism might be deferred, and it 
was deferred accordingly. 

During a great part of the day, 
war boats, of almost every variety of 
construction and size, were contin- 
ually passing down the river. 

The smallest contained about 20 
men. Some probably 120. It is 
said that those who have gone to-day 
and will go this evening, and to- 
morrow morning, amount to 50,000 
men. These are destined for an 
attack on Cochin China. They are 
divided into two squadrons, one un- 
der the command of jthe Pra-klang, 
to go by water, and the other, under 
Pra Mee-tap, (the Siamese General- 
issimo,) to proceed as far asthey can 
in boats, up a small river, and thence 


practicable through Bun-tae, and con- 


by land. ‘T'wo squadrons have pre- 
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ceded them in a similar way, and 
two are to follow. When shall the 
nations learn war no more? 


The First Communion. 


This afternoon for the first time in 
Siam, we celebrated the sufferings 
of our glorious Lord—that event 
which is the foundation of all our 
hopes of substantial benefit to the 
millions of immortal beings around 
us. The exercise was connected 
with a variety of contending emo- 
tions. We have been accustomed 


‘to unite with others, who we hoped 


were travelling with us to our heav- 
enly home. We were now solitary! 
Will the time ever come when we 
shall unite with converted Siamese 
and Chinese, &c. in singing a Sa- 
viour’s love around the elements of 
his “ broken body and shed blood? ” 


The First Baptism. 


Dec. 8. This morning, after caus- 
ing Bun-iae to read and explain in 
Chinese the concluding portions of 
Matt. and Mark, containing our Sa- 
viour’s commission to his disciples, 
and the first part of the 6th Chap. of 
Romans,—I proceeded with the can- 
didates to the river in front of our 
house, where, under the shade of a 
tamarind tree, I invoked the God of 
heaven, while they were kneeling 
around me. Then, in the presence 
of the boats passing on the riverand 
a small company of spectators on 
shore, before the God of all nations, 
I baptized them in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. We 
then returned to the house, and 
closed the morning exercises by 
prayers. ‘here were three baptized, 
Chek* Bun-lae, Chek Peng, and Chek 
Seng-Seah. Respecting the former 
I have already given the Board some 
information. Hie was instructed and 
hopetully converted by the instru- 
mentality of Mr. Gutzlaff. He re- 
ceived further instruction from Mr. 
Abeel, and secured his confidence. 
He has been the regular conductor 
of Chinese worship ever since Mr, 
Abee] left this country. His circum- 


* This is a Chinese title used much 
like Mr. with the Eng. 


stances are humble but respectable. 
His fluency and earnestness com- 
mand attention, though his voice is 
not boisterous. He speaks Siamese, 
but not well, which remark applies to 
all Chinamen who were not born in 
the country, as they cannot pro- 
nounce r or d.—Peng is about 50 
years of age, of a consumptive habit; 
was also with the others considerablv 
instructed by Mr. Abeel, and ~ 
more than a year has regularly at- 
tended worship with Bun-tae. 

Seng Seah is about forty years of 


age, industrious, and has read most | 


of the New Testament, and many 
other Christian books; otherwise 
the same remarks will apply to him 
as to Chek Peng. Though we re- 
joice over them, yet it is not without 
many fears. Our observation has 
taught us that perseverance and sta- 
bility of Christian character, among 
professed converts from heathenism, 
is a very different thing from what 
itis in a Christian country, where 
religious institutions have been lon 
established. If they hold out, an 
adorn their profession, let us bless 
God for his grace. If nti | decline 
from the paths of wisdom, let us not 
be discouraged, “as though some 
strange thing had happened unto 
us. 

Dec. 11. I have already men- 
tioned, that a son of the Pra-klan 
has offered to build us a house an 
let us live on his premises. 

Of late he has been incessantly 
employed in making preparations 
for the war with Cochin-China, and 
has now gone with his father to the 
war without doing any thing to the 
house. As my expectations were 
not raised very high in regard to our 
prospects of procuring a residence 
so easily, I am not very seriously 
disappointed. Previous to his de- 
parture, however, I obtained per- 
mission to purchase a place near 
where I now live, if I should think 
it advisable. But as it is remote 
from the body of the Siamese popu- 
lation, and I desired to procure one 
where [ should be in the midst of 
them, I have to-day applied to the 
brother of the Pra-klang, whom he 
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has left as his agent, for permission 
to purchase a building spot else- 
where. He replied that he was not 
empowered to grant such permis- 
sion, and that perhaps it might be 
obtained on his brother’s return. 
Whether that will ever be, or when, 
is uncertain. We shall therefore 
be under the necessity of taking the 
place near us, or pay a heavy rent 
for months to come. Humanl 
speaking, our prospects of useful- 
ness depend much on a favorable 
location. 


The Second Communion. 

Dec. 15. Though but two weeks 
had elapsed since we celebrated the 
Lord’s supper, yet, deeming it im- 
portant to teach those who were re- 
cently baptized immediate obedience 
so far as practicable, I concluded to 
administer it to them to-day. Bun- 
tae read the account of its institution 
in Chinese, and I endeavored to 
explain its objects as well as our 
mutual slight knowledge of Siamese 
would allow. Praying and singing in 
Eng., I used Siamese in administer- 
ing the elements. Jt was a solemn, 
and, I hope, not a profitless event. 

How much I was grieved that [ 
could not expatiate on such a theme 
and give them all needed encourage- 
ment and monition, no human lan- 
guage can express! Here, then, is 
a little Baptist church, whose lan- 
guage I know not, and cannot learn, 
without throwing away every thing 
I have done for three years past. 
Shall they languish’and die for want 
of a teacher: or will some warm- 
hearted and. holy-hearted brother 
come and try, by God’s blessing, to 
make the weak strong, and a small 
one a thousand ? 

Had a long discussion with a Bur- 
man priest. He was pleasant, and 
not so stupid as most of the priests 
are ; but endeavored to avoid giv- 
ing Christianity that serious atten- 
tion it demands, by maintaining that 
that and Boodhism were all the same 
in substance; that a great many 
Gods had appeared in succession ; 
Gaudama was one, Jesus another. 
How painful to hear Him “by 
whom all things were made that are 
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made,” thus put on a level with such 
a being! 


Stories of a Burmese Priest. 


Dec. 17. Just as I had fairly got 
engaged in my study with my Siam- 
ese teacher, this morning, a Burman 
priest called. He was exceedingly 
talkative, and completely engrossed 
my time for several hours. He 


y |seemed very anxious to tell me all 


the marvellous stories of their reli- 
gion; whether with the expectation 
of making a convert, or of getting 
me into good humor, with a hope that 
I would make him some present, 
I cannot tell. Most probably the 
latter, as he was profuse in his stories 
of the blessings which have attend- 
ed making offerings to the priest. 

One story was of Gaudama, who 
pulled out one of his eyes and gave it 
to a blind priest, and, as a reward, 
on his departure, another of extraor- 
dinary qualities immediately appear- 
ed in its place. 

Another of a poor youth, having 
some bread in a basket, a few crumbs 
of which he dropped in a priest’s 
rice-pot and they immediately swell- 
ed to marvellous dimensions: ob- 
serving this, he added a few more 
crumbs, which swelléd ina like man- 
ner, and the loaf remaining in the 
basket expanded to such an extent 
that all the attending priests could 
not draw it off. Another man had 
numerous poor servants, who soli- 
cited his permission to go and make 
presents to the priests, which he 
gave. As his reward for this gen- 
erous deed, when he left the present 
state, he ascended to the Nat coun- 
try, attended by 500 Rahandahs and 
there was allowed to enjoy himself 
with 500 daughters of the Nats for 
wives. 

I record these things, not for their 
peculiarity, but asa pretty fair speci- 
men of the arguments employed, or 
motives presented to the people to 
gull them of their good things. I 
asked him why he would not read 
and examine our books, as I read 
and examined theirs. He replied, 
he could not understand them. The 
fact is, they are too lazy to consider, 
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andthe matter of our books is so 
different from what they are accus- 
tomed to, that they cannot understand 
them without consideration. On his 
departure he offered to come again, 
and instruct me if I would give him 
a lot of good things to eat, which as 
I declined, I shall probably not be 
again molested by him. ‘To-day 
600 more soldiers were dispatched 
to join the expedition by land against 
Cochin-China. 


Obstacles to the Spread of Christianity. 


D ec. 25. Having lately made 
some inquiries about a place for per- 
manent location,* my inquiries led 
me to some reflections on the obsta- 
cles which oppose the efforts to 
spread Christianity here. Some of 
the most important proceed from the 
influence which has been exerted by 
those who are called Christians. 

I. Foreign traders, knowing the 
cupiditv of the people, and thinking 
that they could more easily execute 
their own purposes by great appear- 


. ances of liberality, have been accus- 


tomed to pay large prices for trifling 
articles, and make numerous pres- 
ents. By these means they flatter 
the people to purchase foreign com- 
modities at enormous prices, and 
sell by the wholesale at a very re- 
duced rate. -As these traders stay 
but a short time, this answers their 
ends. But the people have hence 
got the impression that all foreign- 
ers must give exorbitant prices for 
all the small articles they want, i. e. 
double what the natives themselves 
give, and make presents wherever 
they go, whether they gain the 
above advantages or not; and they 
consequently stigmatize one who 
does not meet their wishes in these 
respects as niggardly, and shun his 
society. 

IT. Most traders use ardent spir- 
its freely, and freely dispense them 
to the natives. Consequently, there 
are few questions which I have been 
asked so often, as whether I have 


* The person previously mentioned as 
having offered to build us a house has 

ne to the war, and the result of his offer 
matter of great uncettainty. 


any spirit? If I deny having any, 
they are incredulous, and exclaim, 
“ What! a Farang not got any spir- 
its?” as much as to say, “credat 
Judeus?” and then begin to tell 
me how such and such a foreigner 
treated them. 

lil. As very few foreigners have 
ever been attended here by their 
wives, it has been a usual practice 
to take some native woman to sup- 
ply her place. 

Such are the Siamese views, that 
such a woman regards herself as 
wife ipso facto, and, so far from being 
attended with disgrace on her part, 
she proclaims herself, even after her 
gentleman’s departure, as his wife ; 
and her title is universally recog- 
nized ; i.e. till she is taken by some- 
body else. These women are gen- 
erally purchased by paying the pa- 
rents 50 or 60 ticals. One of the 
first questions asked a foreigner, 
therefore, is, “Me meer Have 
you gotawife?” If he replies in 


the affirmative, the business does. 


not rest there, “ Quik! take anoth- 
er!” 

When I have been out where I 
was not known, such inquiries and 
suggestions have been frequently 
made tome. While on this subject, 
I cannot forbear recording a fact 
that occurred last night. 

A woman lives in our compound, 
who was formerly purchased of her 
mother, by a foreigner, but left free 
on his departure from the country. 
Her mother was last night detected 
in attempting to sell her again. 
It occasioned a quarrel, and I was 
obliged to interfere. I found the old 
woman screaming out that she had 
a right to do what she pleased with 
her daughter; and the _daughter, 
with equal efforts of lungs, that she 
did not belong to her mother—that 
she had sold her once, and got her 
price—that she was now the proper- 
ty of her purchaser, not of her mo- 
ther; at which the old woman was 
so angry, she immediately began 
beating her with both fists, and I 
was obliged to expel her forcibly 
from the house. This is by no 
means an unusual example of the 
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affection here subsisting between 
parents and children. Those who 
live in Christian countries, will, I 
hope, appreciate it. But, while for- 
eigners encourage such things, it 
will be difficult to impart a better 
spirit to them. 

IV. One of the most important 
obstacles to the operations of one 
who should reside long in the coun- 
try, is the impressions which have 


‘been made by the Catholics. They 


arrogate the titles both of European 
and Christian. The time was, when 
they possessed much influence ; and 
one of the fraternity became Prime 
Minister of the government. No 
sooner had they placed themselves 
in a situation in which they supposed 
themselves able to do it, than, as 
they have always done, when they 
had opportunity, they entered into 
a deep plot, to overturn the govern- 
ment, and betray the country into 
the hands of an entirely Catholic 
government. When these designs 
were discovered, those who were 
engaged in them, were summarily 
punished ; but their descendants, a 
mongrel race, part Portuguese, part 
Peguan, part Cambodian, part Siam- 
ese, despised by every body, a dis- 
grace to all their race, and to the 
name of Christians, still live. They 
are the greatest thieves and drunk- 
ards in the country, and yet they are 
always proud, and careful to inform 
strangers that they are not natives, 
they are Christians!* These cir- 
cumstances, together with the igno- 
rance of the natives, makes them 
exceedingly jealous of all foreign- 
ers. They are therefore averse to 
a missionary’s securing a residence 
among them, and place every obsta- 
cle in the way of his acquiring any 
influence. No native dares sell a 
white foreigner a house, or rent hima 
piece of ground, more than he would 
dare to burn the king's palace, un- 
less he has express permission from 
Government to do so; and such per- 
mission the government will seldom 
give: What I shall ultimately do, 


*The Portuguese Consuls must be ex- 
cepted from these remarks. 
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in regard to a location, is uncertain. 
These obstacles, added to the 
influence of an almost innumerable 
priesthood, and the natural aliena- 
tion of man from the truth, are for- 
midable; but, through the power of 
God’s grace, they shall be surmount- 
ed, and Siam yet become a delight- 
ful portion of the Redeemer’s em- 
pire. For this glorious object, let 
unceasing prayers be offered. 


Burman Theory of Eclipses. 


29. Two days ago, there was ato- 
tal eclipse of the moon. As soon 
as it had fairly commenced, the 
whole place was made to resound, 
from one end to the other, with the 
beating of tom-toms, clanging of 
gongs, and firing of guns. On the 


ay following, many inquiries were. 


made, whether it portended good or 
evil. I generally took occasion, 
when I thought the inquirers in any 
degree capable of understanding it, 
to explain the cause of eclipses. 
Some appeared pleased and satis- 
fied—others doubted. To-day, a 
priest called with his inquiries ; and, 
when he understood my explana- 
tion, he gave one from their sacred 
books, which the Deity himself has 
given. 

There is a mighty Day-wah, (Nat) 
the joints of whose little fingers are a 
yoozana (a yoozana, according to 
Burman authority, is very nearly 
13 1-2 English miles) in length, and 
the distance between his eyes 3 yoo- 
zanas, and his proportions otherwise 
correspondent. His name is Athoo- 
ring. He sometimes plays with the 
sun and moon, grasping them be- 
tween his fingers, stuffing them in 
his nose, putting them into his 
mouth, or ears, and thus concealing 
them from the gaze of mortals. 

Let theorists learn from this the- 
ory of eclipses, how easy it is to 
make theories! It is not so easy to 
give them a base to stand on. 


Review of residence at Bankok. 


31. Nine months of my residence 
in this country are now elapsed. 
We have been greatly blessed. 
Though brought to the gates of 
death, we have been spared. Though 


2 
2 
a 
a 
iM 
|, 
itm 24 
it 
Sim 
. 
we, i, & 4, 
he a <q 
¢ 
it 
ie 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


108 Missionary Register. 


called to part with a beloved child, 
the grief we feel on that account 
reminds us of the gratitude we 
ought to cherish, that the life and 
health of our remaining child are 
— In the midst of a de- 
graded and semi-barbarous people, 
we have been unmolested, and have 
even had many religious opportuni- 
ties of doing good to the bodies or 
minds of our fellow travellers to 
eternity. Separated from all civili- 
zation, we have a degree of enjoy- 
ment, and supply ef blessings great- 
ly exceeding our expectations. No 
foreign vessels have arrived here for 
more than six months. About 15 
months have past, since the last 
communications we have received 
were dated in America. As this 
country is now in a serious war 
with Cochin-China, human prophe- 
cy, in regard to oir situation here, 
is vain. One thing is sure,—“ the 
purpose of the Lord, that shal] stand,” 
and his purpose is, that “his Son 
shall have the heathen for his pos- 
session,” whatever becomes of us or 
our labors. Relying on his gracious 
guidance and protection, 


I am, as ever, yours, 
J.T. Jones. 


Burmah. 


RANGOON. 

Mr. Bennet’s last Journal closed with 
the announcement of a government perse- 
cution at Rangoon. We learn from this, 
with great pleasure, that the Karens are 
not intimidated, but quickened by the 
shock, and that the walls of Jerusalem 
may yet be built in troublous times. 


MR. BENNET’S JOURNAL. 
Rangoon, Dec. 25, 1833. 
(Continued from p. 442, last vol.) 


To-day, 1 was informed by a man, 
who is now here on business from 
Ava, that bro. Kincaid had visited 
the palace, &c., but we have no 
particulars. 

29. Pastor Moung A, having been 
informed that some one was appre- 
hended for coming here to worship, 
to-day, sent, under cover of the 


evening, a man, to inquire the trut, 
of the report. His fears must have 
been groundless; for none of the 
disciples are here, and of course we 
have had no worship. 


New Year in Rangoon. 


Jan. 1. 1834. Another new-year’s 
sun shines upon us, and finds us, un- 
like any former one,—situated in the 
midst of the heathen, in a truly hea- 
then land, and where the great 
multitude, though the most of them. 
have heard of heaven, and what 
Christ suffered for poor sinners, still 
continue mad on their destruction. 
What soul, possessing only common 
sympathies, can look upon the peo- 
ple without feelings of compas- 
sion, and cherish a desire that their 
moral and spiritual culture may be 
increased, 


Plan of a Free School. 


6. Received letters from our 
friends in America and Maulmein. 
O that we may be directed by Infi- 
nite wisdom, and remain in this 
place, or return to Maulmein, just as 
will be most for the glory of God. 
For some time past, there has been 
conversation and correspendence on 
the subject of my engaging in a free 
school, partly supported by Govern- 
ment in Maulmein, and partly by the 
mission. Government have made 
an offer to partially support such a 
school, and I have no doubt would, 
in a short time, wholly defray all 
its expenses, or that the parents of 
some of the children, Govenment 
aid, and private donations would 
fully meet all its expenses, as to 


teachers, books, building, &c. I 


have been personally requested to 
commence such a school, by Major 
Burney, the English resident at Ava, 
when here, on his way to the cap- 
ital; and Mr. Maingy, the Commis- 
sioner, or Governor of the provinces, 
has made mention of me to Mr. Jud- 
son. Whether this be our sphere 
of duty, time must determine. It 
has, for years, been a favorite, con- 
templated plan, and I think it is a 
great detriment to this mission, that 
there are no schools of the kind 
connected with it. 
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Cheering Intelligence. 


7. To-day, a party of Karens, 
from Manbee, came, accompanied 
by Taunah, who has been itinerating 
among his brethren according to 
the flesh. They give the most flat- 
tering account of the work in their 
vicinity, and say that there are more 
than 30 who have broken off drink- 
ing,—who do not work on the Sab- 
bath, but gather together with those 
who have been baptized, and hear 
the scriptures, &c.; and that shey 
are very anxious teacher 
should visit and baptize them. We 
have seen several, and they give 
very good evidence of grace. 


9. The poor Karens left us, this 


morning, for their native wilder- 
ness, where we hope the Lord is 
at work among them of a truth. 
Those who accompanied T'aunah 
this time, are very good inquirers, 
and we hope will hone grace given 
them to live lives of holiness. 


Promising Inquirers. 


12. Lord’s day. Though the 
church are so timid that they dare 
not assemble for worship on the 
Lord’s day, yet there are many 
encouraging appearances; and we 
have seen several promising inquir- 
ers of late, of whom we knew noth- 
ing, previous to the imprisonment of 
Ko Thah-a. 

14. Ko Thah-a called, this even- 
ing; being the first time he has 
ventured out, since his call by the 
Ray-woon. He is_ excessively 
frightened, and seems to have a pe- 
culiar faculty, also, of frightening 
the disciples. Only one (he is in 
our employ) dares as yet come near 
us. Many things, however, cannot 
be denied. That they have some 
reason to fear, is true; but they 
make more of it than the case seems 
to require. Ko Thah-a said, to-day, 
that he had a friend, who was an 
underwriter in Government, who 
reports that the Ray-woons say, “As 
the king has not given his permission 
to the new religion, they will not, 
éc.” Notwithstanding all the timid- 
ity of Ko Thah-a, there are several 
who are anxious for baptism; some 

10 


of whom, I have no doubt, would re- 
ceive it, were there an administra- 
tor. But Ko Thah-a says he dares 
not baptize ; so they must wait the 
will of the brethren in Maulmein. 


Sights and Sounds of Idolatry. 


23. The town is this evening 
filled with creaking carts, which 
have been hired to convey the fool- 
ish people to a pagoda in the coun- 
try, where they expect to spend the 
morrow. The sights and sounds 
which daily assail the ear, and offend 
the sight of those who live in this 
country, and who really feel and 
believe that it is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God, 
are exceedingly painful, especially 
‘when we consider the end, the 
dreadful disgrace of those who have 
heard of the way to eternal life, 
but who deliberately choose the 
road to everlasting death. 

24, The town has been very 
still, to-day, and the most quiet of 
any day I have ever seen since our 
arrival; but, towards evening, the 
creaking of the carts, and the call- 
ing of the people, the busy passing 
and repassing throng, somewhat re- 
sembling the movements of an ant- 
hill, remind us that we are still in 
Rangoon, and surrounded by poor 
deluded worshippers of idols. 


Good News. 


31. Received letters from bro. 
Kincaid, who states that he has bap- 
tized two more in Ava; one a na- 
tive, the other a country-born. - Let 
God be praised for all the mercy- 
drops. 

Feb. 4. The Karen assistants, 
from Maulmein, who have been !a- 
boring in Manbee and vicinity, re- 
turned, to-day, from the latter place, 
and bring up the same good report 
we have before heard. There are 
many who are considering, and a 
large number who are decided, and 
wish for baptism. 


Interesting Case. 


5. The A Thong-Kan, from Ava, 
who has been several times merttion- 
ed in my journal, called, to-day, to 


say, he should in a few days leave 
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for Ava. He is in the service of 
the king’s brother, who told him to 
procure, for his own reading, a copy 
of the New Testament; but he 
must not let any one know that he 
(the king’s brother,) wished it. I 
gave him a Testament, bound in 
green morocco, with several other of 
our tracts and books for the prince, 
and also several for himself and at- 
tendants. I feel a peculiar interest 
in this man, and do hope he may be 
saved at last. He is evidently con- 
vinced of the folly of worshipping 
idols; but I fear he does not as yet 
feel the evil nature of sin, and the 
necessity of a Saviour, to redeem 
from its condemnatory power. I 
have, since I have been in Rangoon, 
become acquainted with many who 
seem to be in this same state. 


News from Toung-oo. 


12. People are coming from va- 
rious parts of the country, to attend 
the great annual festival, though 
there are said to be less in town 
than usual, at this season of the year. 
Several priests from Toung-oo, call- 
ed, t-day; who say our tracts are 
very much read in their vicinity, and 
highly prized. They wished to have 
copies of all our books. This ac- 
count is in perfect accordance with 
a letter just received from bro. Kin- 
caid, who says he has met several 
Toung-vo people, and that they 
wish a teacher to go and live at 
Toung-oo. 

Urgent Appeal from Manbee. 


13, I have never felt so perplex- 
ed, as to the path of duty, as now, 
whether to go to Maulmein, or re- 
main here. If some one should 
come round here, from Maulmein, I 
think the case is rather plain, we 
should return, and, what our hands 
find to do, do it with all our might. 
This morning, Taunah and Pallah, 
with two school teachers, who have 
been preaching, and teaching school 
among their countrymen, in Manbee 
and vicinity, left for their families 
near Maulmein. Just after the ves- 
sel had weighed anchor, and was 
dropping down the river, Ko Thah- 
byoo, our Karen assistant, with sev- 


eral people from Manbee, arrived, 
and added their crying, urgent re- 
quest, that some one should come 
from Maulmein, and baptize the wil- 
ling converts, who, like fruit fully 
ripe in the wilderness, only want to 
be gathered. It does sometimes 
happen, that missionaries labor for 
years, and have no apparent success ; 
and it seems also to happen, that 
where none of them have sown the 
seeds, the ripened sheaves wait to 
be gathered to the garner. O when 
will these poor souls be gladdened, 
by being permitted to follow their 
Saviour in his blessed ordinances. 
I have had much conversation with 
these people/ to-day ; and they are 
so artless, so honest, so simple-heart- 
ed, and withal, so full of love to 
Christ, that no one, who knows the 
sweets of pardoning mercy, could 
hear their tales unmoved. They 
proposed, to-day, a plan (which I 
fear could not be granted in the 
present state of affairs) which is, to 
petition the Woongee for permission 
to have schools in their own lan- 
cuage, and adopt whatever religion 
they pleased, and still enjoy the 
same freedom from molestation they 
have ever done, when without any 
religion. Should they obtain such 
permission, Boodhism would hardly 
lose any of its votaries; for these 
people, in general, detest the wor- 
ship of idols. 

14. The Karens mentioned yes- 
terday, came up this morning, and 
stated they were commissioned by 
their brethren in Manbee, to come 
and beg we would promise we 
would not leave Rangoon, until 
some one came from Mau!mein. 
They say they went to the wharf 
yesterday, in order to send word to 
Maulmein to have a teacher come 
immediately; but they were too 
late, as the vessel was moving down 
the river. They called to Taunah, 
but could not make him hear, he was 
so far distant. They endeavored to 
get a boat to go on board, but failed. 
In view of all these things, I dare 
not Jeave until some one does come, 
and have promised the natives ac- 
cordingly. 
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Hopeful Symptom. body of the man executed yester- 


15. Burmese worship-day. Peo- 
le are much astonished that so few 
ave come to the annual festival, 

and say, that, in former years, there 
were thousands, where there are 
now only hundreds. O that we 
could have the pleasure of knowing 
that the chains of idolatry were bro- 
ken, and that the multitude were 
hereafter to be governed by reason 
and truth. 


Spotted Faces. 


16. To day, a “spotted face” 
was beaten to death, (for killing a 
woman) by order of the Woongee. 
He is said to have gone to the exe- 
cution ground singing and dancing. 
This class of people are those who 
have been condemned to death for 
crimes, and pardoned, and who are 
then branded on the breast, in words 
expressing their crimes, and have a 
circle tattooed on each cheek : hence 
the name of “spotted face.” There 
are more or less of these wretches 
about all the great officers of Gov- 
ernment, and are emphatically what 
we should call in English, mischief- 
makers—their business being to 
complain of every thing they see 
amiss about the city; and, as in 
all such cases, they make trouble as 
often where there is no cause for it, 
as where there happens to be. For 
instance—in the hot season, all fires 
are to be extinguished early, or by 
8 o’clock. About this time, these 
people perambulate the streets, with 
quills or hens’ feathers in their ears, 
and when there has been a fire, they 
thrust in a feather: if the ashes hap- 
pens to be warm enough to singe 
the quill, just so as to make it smell 
a little, they declare there is fire ; 
and, unless they are paid half a ru- 
pee, or so, they will seize the person 
of the house, or some of his family, 
and drag him off to prison. This, 
however, only applies to natives 
generally ; for foreigners are accus- 
tomed to get a permission, and then 
they have a whenever they 
choose. 

17. Walked out this evening to 
the execution grounds, where the 


day, lay exposed. It was an appall- 
ing sight, though the skin did not 
seem to have been broken, I un- 
derstood he was beaten only seven 
blows, mostly on the neck. The 
body was lying on the ground, the 
feet tied together with rattans, and 
a stick driven into the ground each 
side of them, the hands were laid by 
each side, with a stake to each, and 
two stakes to the head, one of which 
was driven through the mouth. 
The body was exposed, according to 
custom, and lays three days, when 
it is buried, as is the case with all 
criminals and beggars. 


Arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Webb. 


19. Bro. and sister Webb ar- 
rived this morning, and have an ex- 
tensive field before them. May 
they have grace ever given them 
to sustain - in all their labors. 
Ko Thah-a called in the evening, 
and says he hast just heard that the 
semi-atheist teacher of Shway- 
doung has been seized, and taken 
up to Ava in four pairs of irons, with 
30 or 40 of his disciples, merely be- 
cause they will not worship the -pa- 
godas, nor support the priests. If 
this be true, it will probably effect 
our operations ; but how, or where, 
time must determine. 


Burman Festival. 


21. To-day, the Yay-woons, &c. 
went to the great pagoda, in state, 
to worship, and spendthe day. The 
Woongee, with a great retinue, 
went out in state, or ceremony dress, 
to the great pagoda. It was said 
that 1200 soldiers preceded, with 
their muskets, &c. In company 
with bro. Webb, went up to the 
pagoda, the great road for two miles 
being literally crowded with the 
going and returning of people, while 
thousands were around the pagoda, 
or seated in the numerous zayats at 
its base. Here was a vast multitude 
of precious immortals, the most of 
whom, we have reason to believe, 
have heard of Christ who died to 
redeem them from hell; but who, 
like the Greeks of old, count all his 
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sufferings and his word, foolishness. 
O when will the charm be broken, 
with which the adversary hath bound 
these people, and they see things in 
the light of eternity. 


Visit from the Karens. 


This evening, 14 Karens from 
Manbee came in, three of them dis- 
ciples, the others good inquirers, 
and who have asked for baptism. 

Lord’s day, 23. This evening, 
br. Webb administered the Lord’s 
Supper to 15 communicants, 11 of 
whom were natives,—after which 4 
Karen women were received to be 
baptized. Others presented them- 
selves for examination, but the late- 


ness of the hour forbade their being 
heard. 


Preparations for Departure. 


25. Visited the Woongee, with 
bro. Webb, to take my leave, as I 
expect to go on board ship tomorrow. 
We were well received, and I have 
always found him sociable and pleas- 
ant. I presented him a globe, which 
I had made, (though rather imper- 
fect) the land laid over with gold 
leaf, and the water black, lettered 
in Burmese characters. He seemed 
much pleased with the present. He 
turned it round, so as to bring Amer- 
ica on the under side, and then said, 
“ Burmah is on the top, and America 
under.” I replied, “ Yes, but by- 
and-by, when night comes, then 
Burmah will be under, and America 
at the top;” at which he burst into 
a hearty laugh, and was joined by 
those who were sitting around. Be- 
ing of rather a humorous disposition, 
he made his remark evidently as a 
joke, and seemed much pleased that 
the laugh was against him. He in- 
quired which way the earth turned, 
and several other questions on Ge- 
ography. 

26. This evening, embarked on 
board the Phaeton, for Maulmein. 

March 1. This evening, arrived 
at Maulmein. Bro. Brown and Han- 
cock came off with the boat, and re- 
ceived us. We found all well. 


C, Benner. 


TAVOY. 
REV. MR. MASON’S JOURNAL, 


At our last dates, Mr. Mason was re- 
covering from a dangerous illness; and, 
feeble as he was, had formed the intention 
of entering immediately upon the journey 
which is detailed below. Mergui is about 
150 miles south of Tavoy. 


From Tavoy to Mergui. 


Paga ya. Jan. 14. In my pres- 
ent excursion, I have a companion, 
in a pious captain of the army, who 
cares for the souls of the heathen. 
We have made but a short stay to- 
day, owing to my want of strength 
from late indisposition. 


A Husband won. 


_ © How long have you felt thus?” 
I asked, addressing a travelling Ka- 
ren, after worship this evening, who 
had been professing his attachment 
to Christianity. “Ever since my 
wife died,” he replied. “ She died 
trusting so firmly in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and with such peace of mind, 
that ever since that time,* I have 
believed and loved the Gospel.” This 
was a case of which I had never be- 
fore heard. God grant that there 
may be many such. 


Stupid Hearers. 


Wa-gung,16. The Karens have 
a scattered settlement here, among 
the mounfains, of about ten houses, 
but inhabited by the most sottish, 
the most stupid, and the most wick- 
ed of their nation. The Gospel 
does not appear to have made the 
least impression on a single individ- 
ual, though they all, as one told me 
to-day, by way of apology for his 
inattention, “have heard Jesus 
Christ’s law from the first.” 


Singular Prophecies. 


This region was formerly inhabit- 
ed by a wild tribe, called Wa; and 
hence the name “ wa-gung, the hill 
of the Was.” They spoke a lan- 
guage unknown to the Karens, and 
had no proper dress of their own, 


but wore Burman or Karen clothes, - 


* Six months. 
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indifferently, as was most easily 
procured. They were not numer- 
ous; and, when the English came 
on the coast, they all fled into Siam, 
where they now dwell. The Ka- 
rens, on the contrary, hailed the sur- 
render of Tavoy with joy. “We 
trust,” said they, “the prophecies 
our fathers left us, are about to be 
fulfilled.” It is beyond dispute, that 
they have had among them, for a suc- 


ing singular prophecy, “ Children 
and grandchildren! the powerful 
will continue to demand of the weak. 
When they come by land, mourn— 
when they come by water, laugh.” 
* Now,” they observe, “the prophe- 
cy is fulfilled. We still have to pay 
taxes, but our situation under the 
English who came by water, is such, 
that we may laugh, while we ever 
had cause for weeping under our 
oppressions, when governed by Bur- 


mans, Talings, or Siamese, who came 
by land.” 


The Christian Village. 


Ma-ta-myee. 17. Seventeen or 
eighteen housés have been erected 
in this new village, the present 
season, embracing, among their in- 
mates, nearly a hundred members 
of the church. My companion is 
much pleased with the place, as ev- 
ery one must be. It is a place, 
where, by a slight change in the 
drapery, a mere matter of fact man 
might be supposed to write “ Thala- 
ba’s house in the desert.” It stands 
on a plain, at the confluence of two 
large streams, with mountains, in al] 
the ruggedness of uncultivated na- 
ture, piled upon the landscape in 
every direction. On one side of the 
village, the river Ben is heard, wur- 
muring over a bed of pebbles; on 
the other, the K’hwa Moung-thwa 
is seen sleeping at the foot of a 
precipice of rocks, a hundred feet 
high; while their united waters, the 
Tenasserim, stretches in the eastern 
perspective, smooth as a lake, and 
glowing as a mirror for the heavens. 

The unequivocal remains of three 


testify, beyond all dispute, that this 
region has not always been a forest. 
Tradition, confirmed by an old moat 
and wall, within which the present 
village is built, says that here was 
once a large city, and, not without 
reason, may we expect that here will 
be a large city again. We are in 
about lat. 14° 12’ nearly directly 
west of Bankok, and on the best as 
well as the nearest roads in the prov- 
inces to that city. The Tenasserim 
two or three day’s journey below, 
runs close to the mountains that 
separate us from Siam, and that, too, 
where there is the easiest pass in the 
whole range. From the Tenasse- 
rim, to the navigable waters of the 
Meinam, is only one day’s journey. 
Nothing is wantin’, to make the 
valley of the Tenasserim second to 
none within the tropics, but a more 
liberal policy in Siam, and we may 
hope that the governments of des- 
potism, superstition, and ignorance, 
are not eternal. 


Two hopeful Cases. 


Among the people at worship, to- 
night, were two persons from a 
neighboring village, who, for the first 
time expressed hope in Christ,and re- 
quested admission to the ordinances, 
They give good evidence of having 
passed from death unto life, receiv- 
ing conformation also from the fact, 
that they are from a neighborhood of 
opposers to religion. 

Hot Springs. 
18. To-day, we went down the 
Tenasserim, four or five miles, to 
visit a hot spring, whose waters are 
strongly impregnated with sulphu-— 
retted hydrogen gas. The nu- 
merous hot springs in the province 
are rather a remarkable feature in its 
topography. They are found from 
fifty miles north of Tavoy, to a hun- 
dred miles south; but it is worthy 
of remark, that all except this one 
are found on the west side of the 
mountains; and the two or three 
that have fallen under the writer’s 
observation, are totally different in 
their character from the one near 


walled towns within two days’ walk, 
10* 


here, giving no indications of sul- 
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phur, but are strongly impregnated 
with some saline matter, but what, 
for want of proper tests, has not been 
satisfactorily determined. 

Siamese Karens. 

A Siamese Karen was at worship 
to night,—one of a large party of 
Siamese now in the province. I saw 
him here two years ago, and several 
of the Christians have visited him in 


his own village, where he is head 


man. He says there are many Ka- 
rens in Siam, who are believers in 
Christianity, and that they are anx- 
iously hoping to see the teacher 
come among them. ‘T'wenty persons 
in his neighborhood have abandoned 
offering to Nats, through the preach- 


ing of a prophet that has lately arisen 


among them. ‘They cannot come 
here, he added, because the Siamese 
governors compel all the people on 
the frontiers to swear most solemnly 
that they will not leave the country 
without permission ; and the oath is 
repeated every three or four months, 
to keep its penalties fresh in their 


minds. 
(To be continued.) 


Liberia. 


Intelligence from Liberia. 


LETTER FROM DR. EZEKIEL 
SKINNER, TO REV. DR. BOLLES. 


Monrovia, August 22, 1834. 
Dear Sir, 
I arrived at this place on the first 
day of this month, and you are aware 
of the appalling intelligence we met, 


when we arrived, in the death of 


the missionaries, who were on the 
ground before us. Since our arrival 
brother Waring is dead; he died on 
the 13th and was buried on the 14th 
of the month. In him, I have lost a 
friend, his family an affectionate 
husband and father, the poor a bene- 
factor, the First Baptist Church a 
beloved pastor, and Monrovia one 
of her most active and valuable 
citizens. He died, after an illness 
of fourteen hours, of cholera morbus 
or Gholera. I preached on the oc- 
casion, from Hebrews 9th, and two 
last verses. 

There are two Baptist churches 


in this colony, both in this village, 
though members of the first church 
are spread over the colony; the 
second is composed of twelve mem- 
bers, under the pastoral charge of 
brother Teague. There are ninety- 
one members, of the first church at 
New Georgia or Carey Town, dis- 
tant four miles from this place, all 
recaptured Africans, and exhibiting 
a glorious evidence of what Divine 
Grace can do, in subduing the heart 
and removing idolatrous supersti- 
tions from the mind. At Caldwell, 
distant 8 miles, there are 21 mem- 
bers of the same church; at Millsburg 
there are 11 members ; at Big Town 
near Cape Mount amongst the Veys 
two, one an exhorter, both natives— 
where brother Revey has taught a 
school, for a considerable time, and 
numbers have Jearned to read. ‘The 
Vey language is extensively under- 
stood. The Bassau language still 
more so. It is believed, that more 
than an hundred thousand under- 
stand this language. King Boat- 
swain wishes a school in his terri- 
tories, distant from this one hundred 
and fifty miles. I shall visit him, if 
my life and health are spared, when 
I have selected a place for a medical 
and high school. It is calculated 
that the people who understand this 
language, are about thirty thousand. 

I have forwarded to you a copy of 
the Liberia Herald, where you will 
see what ought to be done, without 
delay—this field is an important one 
in every point of view. ‘There are 
three ordained ministers here, of our 
denomination, and three licentiates. 
The morals of Monrovia, are not so 
bad as I anticipated. I have not 
heard a profane word, since I have 
been here, nor seen a drunken man, 
nor had a drop of spirit offered me, 
nor seen it used by others, There 
is a general and strict attention to 
the Sabbath, and as good society 
here, as in New England; the ex- 
travagance of this place, has evi- 
dently decreased, at which I sin- 
cerely rejoice. I bless God I am here 
and that at present I enjoy good 
health. Idonot believe that the at- 
mosphere of this place is less salu- 
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brious than India. You may inquire 
then why has it been more fatal ? 
I answer, there they bleed and treat 
the disease (which is precisely the 
same as we have here) with calomel 
and the antiphlogistic course. Here 
they give opium and bark, and thus 
help on the fatal effect of the con- 
tagion. I bleed without fear, and 
with uncommon success. May God 
send a host of laborers into this field 
and our denomination not be behind- 
hand. There are of the Baptist 
denomination in this colony 243. I 
think that the advancement of the 
cause of truth requires that there 
should be as many Baptist churches 
here, as there are villages. Thata 
union should be effected between 
the two churches in this village, and 
they become one. That an associa- 
tion of these churches should be 
formed; and that such as God has 
called to the work of the ministry 
should be set apart, without any un- 
necessary delay. That the meeting- 
house of the first church in this vil- 
lage should be finished. To bring 
about these objects, I shall spare no 
pains on my part. I have agreed to 
pay ten dollars, towards the comple- 
ting the house here. The walls are 
laid of stone up to the roof. It is de- 
signed to continue the gable ends 
with stone. The building is 34 by 
44 feet. It is calculated that it will 
cost $1200 to complete the house. 
I believe that duty to God and his 
cause, requires that our brethren in 
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America, should help us in this work 
and do something towards building 
this house. Dear brother, I am sur- 
rounded by intelligent beings, bound 
to the bar of God with me, who are 
literally worshipping the devil, a Bad 
Spirit; as they believe the Good 
Spirit to be so good, that they need 
not regard him. All their acts of 
homage are designed to make the 
Bad Spirit good-natured. To him 
they offer pipes, tobacco and rum, 


them, or they get into any difficulty. 
It is but a few miles to where they 
worship sharks, and yearly offer up 
a child to them of 9 or 10 years old, 
who is devoured by them. My God, 
shall Christians be idle in such a 
cause? Shall money and men be 
wanting? May God help us to do 
what our hands find to do, with our 
might. I feel as though I wanted 
to be at the Bight of Benin, preach- 
ing the gospel, and to stop if possi- 
ble, the sacrifice of another human 
being to the voracious sharks. 

Yours, in the fellowship and truth 
of the Gospel, 


SKINNER. 


Oct. 10, 1834. 


Since writing the above, I have 
visited Millsburg and find ita healthy 
Jocation for a Medical and High 
School. ‘The brethren at Millsburg 
have obtained a letter to be organized 
into a Church, which will be done 


the week after next. 


Operations of other Societies, 


AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSION- 
ERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. 
TRACY, DATED AT CANTON, 
APRIL L5th, 1834. 


Importance of exerting an immediate 
Christian Influence on China. 


But the great—the one thing, remains 
to be mentioned. We want men— 
men to publish salvation to the Chi- 
nese. A crisis in the history of this 
people is fast approaching. Our brother 
Gutzlaff has directed the attention of com- 
mercial men, as well as Christians, to 
the coasts of China, and opened to their 


view a new world for their enterprize. 
The immense population of the mari- 
time provinces, affords the promise of a 
vast and profitable trade. These por- 
| tions of the Chinese need and will pur- 
chase immense quantities of foreign 
goods, cloths especially; and the pro- 
ducts of their own industry, becoming 
cheaper by being purchased at the doors 
of the manufacturers or growers, will be 
exported in greater quantities than ever 
before to Europe and America. ‘This 
great and promising field for enterprize 
mercantile men will not neglect, and 
Christians should not. I consider it 
certain that trade will be carried on ex- 


tensively soon. Vessels will visit every 


when any adverse fortune attends | 
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part of the coast, and wherever they go 
will do something towards breaking 
down the wall of separation between 
China and the rest of the world. The 
government must yield to the people, 
and permit them to trade. Intercourse 
with Europeans will work a change in 
the people; their stagnated intellects 
will begin to act, and society assume 
new forms. All this I consider certain. 
Bat I tremble when I think of the dan- 
gers that now surround this my adopted 
country. I tremble when I think of the 
consequences, should the trade and in- 
tercourse of nominal Christians have the 
same lamentable effects here, which 
have followed them in most other hea- 
then countries, and prejudice—fatally 
prejudice these millions against the re- 
ligion we profess. I tremble also when 
I think of the danger of some rash act 
giving rise to bloodshed, and leading to 
all the evils and horrors of war. A war 
here now woald probably be more ter- 
rible than any the world has ever wit- 
nessed, if carried to any extent—the 
people so numerous, in so peculiar a 
state, and under such a government. 


Writing on this subject, Mr. Bridgman 
remarks— 

We must soon have missions estab- 
lished in a long line from Kamskatka to 
Cambogia. We have every reason to 
suppose that Cochin China is suffering 
by civil war, doubtless to prepare the 
way of the Lord. We must soon find 
some way to reach the Coreans and Ja- 
panese. How would it answer for you 
to appoint a missionary to Japan ? 
And until he can reach that country, 
employ himself in Chinese, and among 
this people. 


Distribution of Books, and their 
effects. 


I have said nothing of the immediate 
influence of the books distributed, on the 
salvation of souls. You see by Gutz- 
laff’s accounts, and by Afa’s, that the 
word of life meets with a welcome re- 
ception ; and withholding it, may be 
to withhold that, which, if given, would 
save the soul. I have said this much 
on the need of men for this work, and 
I have said it now, because I feel that 
the subject is indescribably important. 
A crisis in the moral history of one 


third of mankind, is approaching—. 
how can I but speak? Tell the young | 


men at home the state of our case, and 
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will they not come to our aid? The 


ships that up the coasts will 
life or death with them. Which shall 
it be? 


I know not whether you are fully 
aware what prevents our distributing 
books in Canton. You know there are 
laws against it ; and so there are against 
our walking in the streets forty rods 
from our factory, which law I transgress 
every morning. But should complaint 
be made to the mandarins, and they no- 
tice our proceedings, our comprador 
might be seized, bamhooed, sent to the 
cold country, or strangled ; the hong 
merchant might be punished in the same 
way ; or the business of Mr. ’s 
house might be stopped. All these stand 
between us andthe officers of the Chi- 
nese; and our distributing books would, 
if noticed by the officers, result in the 
severe punishment of one or both of the 
persons above referred to, who are held 
responsible for our conduct. For one, I 
do think, if the danger were all my own, 
I should have fewer fears than I now 
have, and should distribute the word of 
life far more liberally. But perhaps the 
day of trial would find me wanting. 


MURDER OF TWO MISSIONARIES IN 
SUMATRA. 


Intelligence has been received by the 
Secretaries of the American Board of | 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
that two of the Missionaries of that 
Board in the Indian Archipelago, the 
Rev. Messrs. Samuet Munson and 
Henry Lyman, were murdered by 
the Battas, while on their way from 
Tappanooly into the interior of Suma- 
tra. They had recently visited Pa- 
dang, and the island of Pulo Nias; and, 
at ‘Tappanooly, after diligent inquiry, 
they were encouraged to believe their 
contemplated journey might be perform- 
ed with safety. On the fifth-day, how- 
ever, after leaving Tappanooly, June 20, 
coming unexpectedly upon a fort, they 
were suddenly beset by armed natives, 
and their interpreter taking immediately 
to flight, they were murdered before 
they could make known their pacific 
designs. Their widows were at Bata- 
via, in’ September, under the kind care 
of the Rev. Mr. Medhurst, of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society. They had 
ample provision for their pecuniary 


wants, but were of course, very deep! 
afflicted. 
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Domestic, 


REVIVAL AT NEWPORT, (R. I.) 
AND ITS RESULTS. 


ExTRACT FROM A LETTER OF R. 
Rogers, Esq. ro Rev. Dr. Bours. 


Newport, Jan. 7, 1835. 

a dear Sir, 

know it will gladden your soul, 
to hear that God, in his infinite 
mercy, has blessed us with the out- 
pouring of his blessed Spirit upon 
our church, and that the indefatiga- 
ble labors of our devoted pastor has 
been crowned with success, in bring- 
ing many, particularly the dear youth, 
from nature’s darkness into God’s 
marvellous light. 

For some months after his settle- 
ment with us, our conference, prayer, 
and, more particularly, our covenant 
meetings, were thinly attended, and 
many pious souls mourned in secret, 
on account of the waste places of 
Zion. For three or four months 
past, the attendance on these meet- 
ings was gradually increased, and 
a deep solemnity seemed to prevail 
throughout the listening audience, 
and the Spirit of the Lord was evi- 
dently at work in our solemn assem- 
blies, and proved the truth of his 
blessed word, “It is not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord.” Cold-hearted pro- 
fessors were aroused to a sense of 
their duty ; backsliders returned with 
contrition to the fold of Christ, and 
all united in giving thanks to the 
God of all grace, for his superabound- 
ing goodness and abundant mercy 
manifested to us in the present re- 
vival. Mr. D. has not yet com- 
pleted one year of his ministrations 
with us, yet he has led 73 willing 
converts into Jordan’s liquid streams, 
professing, before many witnesses, 
that they were not ashamed of Je- 
sus—64 of whom have been added 


-gince our last association. Five 


or six more* have been received 
as candidates for baptism. 

Our conference room continues to 
be crowded with solemn auditors. 


I know, my dear brother, that you, 
and all your dear brethren and sis- 
ters in your highly favored church- 
es, will unite with us in devout as- 
pirations to the throne of grace, that 
the good work may not slacken, un- 
til all our numerous congregations 
as well as others in this town, shall 
be duly humbled under a sense 
of sin, and brought to the foot 
of the cross, and crown our blessed 
Jesus Lord of all. 

Another circumstance in which 
you will feel yourself highly inter- 
ested—we have at length formed a 
Missionary Society, for the express 
purpose of aiding the Burman Mis- 
sion. Having obtained a number of 
subscribers, we proceeded last week 
to elect officers as follows :—Rev. 
John Dowling, President; Brother 
Robert Rogers, First Vice Presi- 
dent; Deacon AbnerPeckham, Sec- 
ond Vice President; Deacon Na- 
thaniel Sweet, Brethren Benjamin 
Marsh, Jr. and Daniel C. Denham, 
Directors ; and Henry G. Cranston, 
Esq. Secretary. 

On Monday evening last, at the 
Concert of Prayer, a resolution was 
moved and adopted, by which we 
pledged ourselves to raise sufficient 
funds the present year, to support a 
native Burman preacher. This is a 
good beginning, and I sincerely 
hope the Lord will open our hearts 
to go on, and increase our benefac- 
tions, until the necessity of raising 
funds to support missionaries, shall 
be done away by the blessing of 
God, in turning the whole Burman 
empire to the worship of the true 
God. 

The widow Woodman, lately de- 
ceased, the only child of the late 
venerable Gardner Thurston, in her 
will, devised 100 dollars to the For- 
eign. Missionary Society, and 100 
dollars to our Baptist. State Conven- 
tion. 

Yours, in the endearing bonds: of 
the Gospel, | 

Rosert Rogers. 
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RELIGIOUS SUMMARY. 


SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL. 


We have received the last annual 
Report of the English Baptist Missionary 
Society, which gives a very encouraging 
representation of the progress of the 
Society’s labors. In August last, it had 
sixteen missionaries in the East Indies,— 
two in Ceylon, one in Java, one in 
Sumatra, sixteen in the West Indies, 
two in the Bahama Islands, and one in 
Honduras. 

Of sixteen natives who became mem- 
bers of the Church in Calcutta, under 
the care of the Rev. W. H. Pearce, six 
were youths from the Christian boarding- 
school at Chitpore,—‘‘ a circumstance 
peculiarly gratifying, as it encourages 
the hope that, at no distant day, this 
seminary may supply well-instructed 
native preachers to proclaim to their 
countrymen the Gospel of God.”’ 

The new translation of the Bengalee 
Testament is printed. 

The English language having been 
adopted, in the official correspondence 
of the British government of India, a 
new opening has been made for schools 
and reading books. 

Sixty persons renounced caste, last 
year, in a small village fifty miles from 
Calcutta. 

Great dependence is still put every 
where on the schools for the children 
and youth, as the great hope of the final 
and complete triumph of the Gospel. 

A Sunday schoo! has been established 
in the great city of Patna. 

The society has thirteen schools in 
Ceylon, containing 536 pupils. 

Among the contributions to the so- 
ciety, we observe a second donation 
from \** one who wishes to be his own 
executor,”’ of upwards of four thousand 
dollars. S. S. Journal. 


BAPTISTS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


We have their statistics from the min- 
utes of their last convention. They 
have, in 191 churches, 20,897 members. 
While they are a quarter more numer- 
ous than the Baptists in Maine, they 
have a less number of churches. This 
may be owing, in part, to the less ex- 
tent of their territory ; but still more to 
their greater care in not erecting feeble 
churches any where within a reasonable 


distance of those already established. 


Ordained ministers, 172; licentiates, 64. 
In no other State in the union, are Bap- 
tist churches so well provided with pas- 
tors, nor shall we be thought to under- 
value the talents of our brethren in.our 
own State, when we say, in no other 
State are the churches so well prepared 
to appreciate the duties and labors of an 
intelligent pastor—nor do the churches 
in any other State render so ready and 
generous and punctual a support. 
Baptisms the past year, in all their 
associations 247. Net increase, 577. 
The next annual meeting of their Con- 
vention is to be held in Worcester. 
The Pastoral Letter is on the important 
subject of Religious Periodicals, and 
maintains that it is ‘* the duty of every 
family to procure, if possible, one or 
more Baptist Periodical Publications.’’ 


BAPTIST CONVENTION AT PHILA~ 
DELPHIA. 


A number of Delegates from Baptist 
churches in New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania, recently assembled in Philadel- 
phia, for the purpose of promoting 
ministerial education. After a busy and 
animated session of three days, they 
agreed to form a Baptist Education 
Society for the Central States. A res- 
olution was also adopted, that the 
Board of Directors be instructed to enter 
into a negotiation with the Trustees of 
the Philadelphia Association, for the 
transfer to the Society of the Hadding- 
ton Institution. 

Considerable discussion took place on 
the question, whether the Constitution 
of the Society should recognize a literary 
department, distinct from the 'Theologi- 


cal course. It was at length determined 


that whilst a Theological Institution 

should be the prominent object to which 

the efforts of the Society should be di-. 
rected, there should also be a Literary 

Department connected with it. 

_ We have now a Northern Baptist Ed- 
ucation Society, a Baptist Education So- 

ciety for the Central States, and a West- 
ern Baptist Education Society. We trust 

that ere long a Southern Baptist Education 
Society will also be formed. 


WAKE FOREST INSTITUTE. 
At a recent meeting of the Trustees 


of the Wake Forest Institute, the plan 
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of an edifice, 82 by 45 feet, adopted at a 
preceding meeting, was abandoned, and 
another of 132 by 45 feet, with other 
material improvements, was adopted in 
its stead. ‘The Board have contracted 
for the erection of this building, to be 
completed in Jan. 1837, at a cost 
of $14,000. The subscription list, 
we understand, has been raised to 
$15,000, and prospects fair. Bro. Wil- 
liam H. Jordan has been appointed 
agent in place of bro. Armstrong, who 
will commence his duties, as Professor 
of Languages in the Institute in Febru- 
ary. We are told that 160 students 
have made application for admission the 
next session. The temporary accom- 
modations are progressing with all possi- 
ble despatch, and will be completed, it 
is thought, during the present month. 


NEWTON THEOLOGICAL INSTITU- 
TION. 


We have been favored by the Facul- 
ty with a copy of the catalogue of this 
Institution for 1834—5. ‘There are 
three professors; Irah Chase, of Theol- 
ogy ; Henry J. Ripley, of Biblical Liter- 
ature, and James D. Knowles, of Pasto- 
ral Duties. In the Senior Class, there 
are 13 students, in the Middle Class, 20, 
in the Junior, 16, and in the Preparato- 
ry Class, 7 ; forming a total of 56. 

This institution commenced in De- 
cember, 1825. Since that period, about 
70 students have graduated; a large 
number of whom are now filling the 
responsible station of pastors of church- 
es, chiefly in the Eastern States. Four 
are engaged as missionaries in Burmah, 
one in France, and three as Home mis- 
sionaries. Seven are principals of liter- 
ary institutions or academies, and five 
are Professors in Theological and Liter- 
ary Institutions. 

The regular course occupies three 
years, and embraces ‘‘ Biblical Litera- 
ture, Ecclesiastical History, Biblical 
Theology, Pastoral Duties, and, in short, 
the various studies and exercises, appro- 
priate to a Theological Institution, de- 
signed to assist those who would under- 
stand the Bible clearly, and, as faithful 
ministers of Christ, inculcate its divine 
lessons the most usefully.”’ 


MEMOIR OF PROF. ROSTAN. 


We are gratified to learn that materi- 
als are now collecting for a memoir of 
this excellent and !earned servant of 
Jesus Christ ; and in the course of a few 


months will be placed at the disposal of 
some person qualified to arrange them 
for the public eye. 


A BIBLE SHIP. 


Dr. Morrison, of China, write thus to 
a clergyman in Virginia :— 

I beseech you, if you have influence 
among the opulent Christians in Ameri- 
ca, to consider the practicability of a 
Bible ship, to navigate the shores of 
eastern Asia. If science, and discovery, 
and luxury, and commerce, have their 
ships sailing the ocean, and visiting every 
shore, why should it be thought strange 
that the Christian should also have his 
ship, to convey to man the written man- 
date of his Maker, the proclamation of 
mercy, from the Saviour of the world, 
who has issued his command to ‘“ go 
and disciple all nations? ’’ can- 
not go, unless sent; and they cannot be 
sent to some places, without a ship on 
purpose. 


ENGLISH BAPTIST DEPUTIES ,TO 
AMERICA. 

We are happy to learn, that the Rev. 
Dr. Cox, of Hackney, and the Rev. 
James Hoby, of Birmingham, have com- 
plied with the request of the Baptist 
Union, to visit America, and to repre- 
sent that body at the Triennial Conven- 
tion at Richmond, in Virginia, on the 
last Wednesday in April next. These 
interchanges of Christian sentiment and 
feeling will be found to have an impor- 
tant bearing on the prosperity of the 
cause of Christ. The Baptist Board 
have unanimously recommended their 
churches to contribute towards the ex- 
penses connected with the deputation. 

[London Patriot. 


Death of Rev. Dr. Wisner. 

It is with pain we announce the sud- 
den decease of the senior Secretary of 
the Am. Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions. The Rev. Dr. Wis- 
ner died at his residence in this city, on 
Monday, Feb. 9th, after an illness of but 
four days. His complaint was the scar- 
let fever. 

This is a severe loss to the Christian 
communinity and the cause of Missions. 
In a future number, we hope to notice it 
more at length. 
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120 Ordinations.—Account of Moneys. 


ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 


Mr. Samvet MI Les, ord. evangelist 
in the Baptist church, Milesburg, Centre 
Co. (Penn.) Oct. 27, 1834. 

Mr. Jacos Tins.ey, ord., evangelist 
in the first Baptist church, Richmond, 
(Vir.) Dec. 12, 1834. 

Mr. Daniet E. Jewer late of 
Andover Theological Institution, ord. 
evangelist in the Baptist church at Gil- 
ford, N.H. Dec. 25,3834. Mr. Jewett 
received licensure in the Pedo-baptist 


connexion ; but his views were changed 


while studying at Andover, and he was 
accordingly baptized about a year ago. 

Mr. Rogpert Sepwick, ord. 
evangelist in the Baptist church Zanes- 
ville, (Ohio) Jan. 19, 1835. 

Mr. A. DovGE, a graduate 
of Waterville College, ord. pastor of the 
Baptist church, Lexington, (Mass.) Jan. 
7, 1835. 

Mr. Aaron R. Beacu, ord. pastor 
of the Baptist church Springfield, Otsego 
Co. (N. Y.) Dec. 4, 1834. 


Account of Moneys, received in Donations, by the Treasurer of the General 
Convention of the Baptist Denomination in the United States, for Foreign 
Missions, from Jan. 15, to February 15, 1835. 


From L. Arnold, of Jay, N. J., by request of his wife, (deceased,) for 


- Burman Mission, 


20,00 


Fem. Missionary Society, Jay, N. Y., Betsey Stone, Treasurer, 11,50 


by hand of Rev. J. Sawyer, Jr. 31,50 
Fem. Working Society, at Lebanon Springs, N. Y. 14,50 
Proceeds of two Gold Rings, and three strings of Gold Beads, 10,67 
by Rev. E. Sandys, Treasurer of Berkshire Co. Bap. Asso., 25,17 
Baptist Convention of S. C., J. B. Miller, ‘Treasurer, 508,53 
Josiah Kellogg, of Hadley, at Concert for Prayer, by Rev. B. 

Willard, with $3,00 for others, 3,00 
Wm. Inglesby, Esq., Charleston, S. C., for Bur. Mission, 50,00 
Rev. Daniel Packer, Mount Holly, Vt., for the support of a na- 

tive Burman Teacher one year, 100,00 

for printing the Bible in Burmah, 100,00 

by John Conant, Esq. Treas., &c. — 200,00 
Granville, Ohio, Missionary Soc., 25,42 
Mrs. Richards, of Granville, for Bur. Mission, 1,00 
Also $25,42 for the Am. Bap. H. Miss. Soc., by Rev. H. Carr, —— 26,42 
Mrs. Lucy Johnson, of Sherburne, Mass., for Bur. Mission, 5,00 
P. Townsend, Esq. Treas. of the Utica Bap. For. Mission Soc. 

for Burman Missivn, 10,00 

for printing Bibles and Tracts in Burmah, 5,00 

for General Purposes, 115,02 

130,02 
Niagara For. Miss. Soc. for Bur. Mission, 402,93 
W. Metcalf, Albion, N. Y. do 1,00 ™@» 
B. B. Metcalf, do do 4,00 ~ 
L. W. Metcalf, do do 325 
Charles and William Burrows, Albion, N. Y., for Bur. Miss. 1,50 
with $5 for the Watchman, by Rev. Whitman Metcalf, 409,68 
Mrs. Clough, Widow of Joseph Clough, Esq. late of Canterbury, 
N. H. for Bur. Mission, by C. D. Stanwood, . 5,00 


PUBLISHER’S NOTICE. 


Our friends at the South and West, who are in arrears for the M agazine, are re- 
minded that a favorable opportunity will be presented for transmitting their subscrip- 


tions by their delegates to the Triennial 


Convention, at Richmond, Va., in April, 


where the Treasurer of the Convention is expected to be present, and will take charge 


of the same. 


& 


